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Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. Ð 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. - noon
or by appointment.

Office Hours:
Monday Ð Thursday

10 a.m. Ð 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.Ð 2 p.m.

Sunday Morning Service
November 10,  10:30

ÒLiving In CommunityÓ

For seven years, Dana Donavan and his family lived in the Hutterian Society of
Brothers, a Christian Community in Norfolk CT. Dana will reflect on the sense of

community that attracted them to this life and the sense of community that they have
found at USH.

Dana Donovan, Pulpit Guest
Margaret Leicach, Worship Associate

Sam Moffett, Music Director
USH Choir

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID:!931 0388 7934
Passcode:!128493

!
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
!

Worship is also streamed on!Facebook !Ñ
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

!
Couldn't get to USH, and missed the livestream?

Watch any service, anytime, here on!Vimeo

!

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, November 7, 6 p.m. Ð
First Thursday Chapel Service with Reverend Bob.

Sunday, November 10 Ð ÒLiving In CommunityÓ ,
Dana Donovan,!Pulpit Guest/
Margaret Leicach,!Worship Associate/Choir

Sunday, November 17 Ð
ÒProphetic Possibilities and the Politics of HeresyÓ
Reverend Aaron Payson/Sue Smolski and Ann LaPorte-Bryan, Worship
Associates/Andrew Wilcox, Guest Pianist with Sam Moffett,!Music
Director

Sunday, November 24 Ð
Thanksgiving/Gratitude: An Intergenerational Service , Reverend
Bob/Margaret Leicach, Worship Associate

!

Message from Rev. Bob...

ÒBitterly she weeps at night,
    tears are on her cheeks.
Among all her lovers
    there is no one to comfort her.
All her friends have betrayed her;
    they have become her enemies.Ó
~ Lamentations 1:2

The results, at least, are clear this time. The American people Ð the
majority of the voting American people Ð chose this. There was no ballot
tampering. They had years to get to know who Trump is, and what he
stands for. They were not hoodwinked or strongarmed. This is what they
wanted.

For just about anyone in the 48% of the electorate, this fact Ð that our
countrymen and countrywomen actually want this Ð is baffling, galling,
utterly heartbreaking, and incredibly frightening. Because this election is
not simply a difference of opinion. The Trump campaign has repeatedly
shown contempt for his enemies, for anyone who is perceived as different
than his supporters. He has offered no indication that he wants us to
thrive, or even to survive. It has been an extraordinarily divisive decade.
And that divisiveness has been embraced, by millions.

If youÕre reading this and are a Trump voter (including anyone from this
congregation who voted for Trump Ð and I want you to know I donÕt hate
you, I love and respect you, but I am struggling to understand. And I want
to understand better, so feel free to speak to me and lend me your wisdom,
if you have any): itÕs now on you to show how, or whether, you love your
enemies. Many donÕt feel safe, and itÕs because of you. ItÕs up to you to
prove us wrong. If you donÕt Ð if this is to be four years of oppression and
exploitation Ð the fault for it will be not with the administration, not
contained within the walls of the White House, but with you.

If youÕre feeling rage right now, despair, fear Ð I canÕt, and wonÕt, tell you
thatÕs the slightest bit unwarranted. These are unspeakably hard and
unprecedented times. There may be echoes of other times Ð many of us on
the left are cast back to the dark days of the 1930s and World War II (which
in the end, after unimaginable horrors, we won, remember?) But as Mark
Twain said, Òhistory doesnÕt repeat itself, but it often rhymes.Ó We donÕt
know what will happen now. We never really do.

I implored in last SundayÕs sermon that if you feel you just have need to
give up Ð give up for an hour, donÕt give up for a month.!Go ahead and
despair, if you need to. Turn off the news for a minute. Turn to the poets;
turn on the music. Walk in the woods, jump around, cry. But then, please
come on back. If you can, please come on back. We need you. Remember
what Gloria Gaynor taught us: we will survive. We will survive. We have to
Ð we have to help each other get through this.

So if youÕve got some life to live, if youÕve got some love to give Ð and I
believe that you do, right down to my bones, I believe that you do Ð come
on back. Give up for an hour, and then lend your voice and your presence
and your heart and intellect and grit to love, and to those who need love the
most right now, the vulnerable, the dispossessed, the lost. Nobody ever
said saving the world was going to be easy. We need you. I need you. Give
up for an hour or two. But then come back. There will be better days.
Together, weÕll make them for each other. For today, itÕs hard.!

Blessings,
Rev. Bob

!

First Thursday Chapel Service Ð

Come, and be together after the election.

As we do on the first Thursday each month, there is a First Thursday
evening meditative service this Thursday, November 7, at 6 p.m.!in person
and on Zoom.

This election has brought up intense emotions, and we are embarking on
fraught and dangerous times, as a country and as a world. Whatever your
perspective, we invite you to come along on Thursday to have a time of
quiet reflection, community, and solace.

Rev. Bob will be available, both before and after the 6 p.m. service, to
listen and be present. We'll all be there for each other, as best we can, and
for anyone who walks through our doors.

!
!

USH General Interest
!

First Sunday Connections

NEWCOMERS Ñ
Are you UU-curious?

Come to ÒFirst ConnectionsÓ, an informal
gathering Under the Stairs,!November

10!following our Sunday service. Bring your coffee
or tea for conversation about Unitarian Universalism, the Unitarian

Society of Hartford, and most of all to consider the wondering questionÉ
What brought you here today?

Whether it is your first time, or if youÕve been coming for a while and want to
know more, join us. Members and friends are always welcome and broaden the
insights to our very special faith.

Cookies and fruit and conversationÉ and youÉ join us,
Under the Stairs.

UUS:E and Unitarian Society of Hartford

Post-Election Gatherings

Dear UUS:E Members and Friends:
!
Though we have no way of predicting what will happen following TuesdayÕs
election, we want to highlight some opportunities for you to gather with other
UUs in the days following.
!
Rev. Josh Pawelek and Mary Bopp will host an in-person gathering at UUS:E on
Thursday, November 7!from 4Ð6 p.m. (Come any time, stay as long as you wish.)
!
Rev. Bob Janis leads a chapel service at the Unitarian Society of Hartford (50
Bloomfield Ave .) on Thursday, November 7!at 6 p.m. It will also be on ZOOM
!
Rev. Josh Pawelek will host an online gathering on Friday, November 8!from
3:30 to 5:30. Log into Zoom at!https://uuma.zoom.us/j/93845755983 .
(Join any time, stay as long as you wish.)
!
Rev. Josh Pawelek will host a hybrid gathering on Thursday, November 14!from
3:30 to 5:30. Zoom link to be!https://uuma.zoom.us/j/93029215108 . (Join
any time, stay as long as you wish.)

Rev. Josh Pawelek

Endowment Update

Over the last weekend, a letter from the Endowment Committee was sent to all
known members/friends of USH who have not heard previously from the
Endowment Committee members.!There were two waves of letters sent
along.!The first went to known members closely following the campaign and
showing interest.!This second wave has been dispatched to all other known
members/friends soliciting help in the campaign.!

According to David Newton, Endowment Committee Chair,
ÒIn is difficult to make people fill out the Endowment Form
when we tell them, even if finances indicate no support is
possible, we still encourage submission of a form with
inclusion of a single dollar, really, seriously. This simply
means you support the campaign, its objectives, etc. And,
more importantly, it says you would do more if you
could. This is important meaningful support."

For additional information on the campaign , look on the USH Website's home
page under!"Did UU Know? "

As to success to date, we're off to a promising start. We have received $71,972 in
cash donations, the promise in the next five years of $22,300, and legacy
promises of $194,063, resulting in immediate matching for cash received at
100% and legacy projections at 50% for about (some estimates involved)
$168,222.

Forward, together!

~ David Newton

In Loving Memory....

Former member Stan Frost passed away on October 12, at his home
in South Carolina. His sister Ramona said the cause of death was
apparently from a sudden massive brain bleed.!

Stan Frost was a member of USH several years ago.

Stan received a purple heart medal from his Vietnam service. His
ashes and grave will be in Arlington cemetery. He was 79 years old.

USH Hiking Group !

The USH Hiking Group will hold its first hike for the Fall
season this Sunday, November 10, at 2:30 p.m. !As long
as it is not raining steadily, we will hike the Wintonbury
Land TrustÕs Hawk Hill Farm property and the adjoining
Lasallette Open Space.!The hike is moderate, with a couple of
gradual climbs and two steep but short climbs, and boasts
excellent views of the nearby Metacomet range and the City

of Hartford from the fields at the top of the hill.!It is about 3 miles round-
trip.!See!!https://www.wintonburylandtrust.org/hawk-hill-
farm !and!https://www.trlandconservancy.org/portfolio/lasalette-
trail/ .!We will gather in the parking lot at the red barn located on the east side
and at the southern end of Duncaster Road.!(Addresses across the street from
the parking lot are 23 and 25 Duncaster Road.). You will see a sign for the Ò4 Five
FarmÓ - see!The 4 Five Farm

(The farmer rents the space from the land trust but this does not affect the hiking
trail.) If the lot fills up, you can park on the west side of the road facing south,
right across from the farm.

Questions about the hike or questions/suggestions about future hikes for the
Group?!Please contact Michael Shea.!(sheamike325@gmail.com .)!We look
forward to seeing you on Sunday!

PIZZA AND MOVIE
Friday, November 8

 
***ONLY ONE MORE DAY TO SIGN UP  SO

WE KNOW HOW MUCH PIZZA TO ORDER!

!
5:00 p.m. Popcorn & soda

5:30 Ð Pizza's delivered; sit and EAT
6:30 Ð Movie and discussion
$15 PIZZA, SALAD, AND DESSERT (or $5/slice)

Reserve your space and pizza preferences with Janice
Newton , via email or phone, by THURSDAY NOON!
!
CITY LIGHTS
City Lights, !the most cherished film by Charlie Chaplin, is also his ultimate Little
Tramp chronicle. The writer-director-star achieved new levels of grace, in both
physical comedy and dramatic poignancy, with this silent tale of a lovable
vagrant falling for a young blind woman who sells flowers on the street (a
magical Virginia Cherrill) and mistakes him for a millionaire. Though this
Depression-era smash was made after the advent of sound, Chaplin remained
steadfast in his love for the expressive beauty of the pre-talkie form. The result
was the epitome of his art and the crowning achievement of silent comedy.
With Sam on the piano

Meeting House Presents: 
Stephen Bennett Ñ Friday, November 15
7:00 p.m.

$20 at the door.
Doors open at 6:30 for the 7:00 show.

Stephen Bennett has been playing guitar for nearly six
decades. HeÕs won multiple awards, released more than

thirty albums on his own plus several in collaboration with others, and has also
appeared on various compilations.

Stephen has played a significant role in the renaissance of the harp guitar and is
the founder of the annual Harp Guitar GatheringTM. HeÕs played music around
the United States and internationally, touring on his own, and with other notable
musicians. Along with Alex Lifeson (of Rush), he released a single in May 2023
entitled Mr. Zelenskyy, in honor of the Ukrainian president.

StephenÕs favorite quote ever about his playing? The Toronto Fingerstyle Guitar
Association dubbed him the ÒJedi Master of Fingerstyle GuitarÓ. While he
doesnÕt agree with that assessment, sometimes he isnÕt completely unhappy with
his playing either.

Born in Oregon and raised in the Hudson Valley, he lived in Virginia for 30+
years. After moving to Connecticut in 2010, he and his wife Nancy recently
moved to the beautiful northwest corner, alongside the Housatonic River.

LUNCH BUNCH -!The Lunch Bunch next meets on
TUSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 at NOON in
Fellowship!Hall.!Bring your own lunch and beverage, and
share conversation and community.!Please sign up during
Fellowship Hour so we know how many tables to set
up.!Looking forward to seeing you. There will be NO
Lunch Bunch in December .!Janice Newton

20s 30s and 40s Group: ÒThe MidsÓ
 
ÒThe MidsÓ is a group for adults roughly 20-49, to socialize, reflect, relax, and
build community. Our November meeting is on! Saturday, !November 23 at
noon at USH.
!
WeÕre having a ÒNostalgic Cereal PotluckÓ. Have a favorite cereal from your
childhood? Feel free to bring it to share, at an easy pre-Thanksgiving potluck
gathering. (Or if you prefer to bring something else, thatÕs OK too.) Newcomers
very welcome. Any questions, please feel free to ask Rev. Bob
at!minister@hartforduu.org .

Holiday Regifting Sale!
December 8 and 15 in Fellowship Hall

Please begin to consider the treasures youÕd like to contribute to the saleÑ
holiday decor, handcrafted items, contemporary jewelry, puzzles and
games, glassware, pottery, framed art, newer electronics or small, like new
kitchen appliances, themed gift basketsÑwhatever you think someone
might enjoy receiving as a gift.

Drop-off containers will be in the lobby starting this week.

We are also looking for volunteers to!
Ñ help set up for the sale the afternoon of Saturday, 12/7
Ñ cashiers at the sale on either day (clear instruction provided)
Ð help with clean-up of on Sunday 12/15

You can sign up for volunteering at coffee hour, or you can contact the
organizers, Susan Hope at!susanhope51@gmail.com !!860 463 6407
Or Gloria Bent at!bentgloria@gmail.com !!959 599 2403

LetÕs all do our part to make this a fun, generous holiday event
that lifts all our spirits!

!
!

Social Justice
!
!

POWER SUMMIT:  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
6:30 Ð 8:30 p.m.
WEAVER HIGH SCHOOL

Register and/or request ride or carpool at:
ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

TOGETHER WE MAKE CHANGE!

In case you missed the last oneÉ
GHIAA Power Summit 2022 Recap Video!!https://vimeo.com/836571703

November Good Neighbor Offering
(GNO) Ñ

Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry

In 1972, the Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry
was established with the mission of providing food for needy children.
Now it has expanded to include senior citizens, disabled, and the
homeless.

Needy!families in Hartford is continuing!to increase. The Food Pantry
needs more supporters than ever,!in order to address the current needs in
the Greater Hartford!community.

Presently, the Children's Food Pantry can provide food for about 200
needy adults and 350 needy children a week. With the proper funding and
support, the Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry can provide food for
300 to 400 needy adults and 700 to 800 children a week. This is our goal
of commitment!to our community.

!

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry

Thank you to all of the USH folks who consistently fill the
food bin in the church lobby with healthy food for the
hungry kids, adults, families and seniors of Hartford's
poorest neighborhoods!

It would be wonderful if!a few more of us got into the habit of filling the bin
regularly as well!...Our LOVE IN ACTION!

Horace Bushnell Coat Drive

Winter Coats needed for Infants through Seniors! New and
gently used clean winter coats and jackets are needed for
the Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry. Please put
them into the  bin on the left which has been labeled
for coats and jackets.  Thank You!

!

Religious Exploration
!

RE Class :!RE Class for Explorers on Sunday
(November 3) was about elections and using your
voice.!!We had a BIG crowd.!!Special thanks to
Galen for leading the lesson (even with some
smaller children playing nearby).!!The Soul
Matter theme for the month is repair.!!Also
addresed through the month is how we can give
voice to those who aren't using or can not use
their voice - ie. we need to repair this.!!

BOSTON TRIP WITH UU NORTHAMPTON:  Our RE young people have
been invited by the RE young people of the UU Society of Northampton (MA)to
travel to Boston on a day trip on Monday, November 11.!I will be going.!!If any
other adult/parent would like to attend, please contact me (Shahan)
ASAP!please.!!!

Sunday Last Sunday - The Wild Robot was Shown: - We had a couple of
young families for screening of The Wild Robot - which is still in some
theaters.!Also attending were!some kids of!our members.!Was fun.!Next month
(December 1) will be National Velvet.!Here is a trailer:!!National Velvet
(1944) Official Trailer - Mickey Rooney, Elizabeth Taylor Movie
HD !!!More on this later.!

!

USH Resources
!

November Board Meeting:
Tuesday, 11/12, 6:30 p.m.

Zoom Link

2024 Ð 2025 USH Board of Directors Ñ
!
Nancy Kemmerer : President
Nina Elgo : President-Elect
Jon Covault : Treasurer
Gloria Mengual : Secretary
Paul Cipriano : Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan : Social Justice Council Chair
Laura Cipriano : Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher : Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman : Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada : Spiritual Life Council Chair
!
Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to:!ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com .

The latest financial reports for FY 2024-2025 have been posted;
click!HERE !to view.
!
See the!2023/24 Annual Report!HERE
!
The!Board Meeting Minutes !for!May 2024 !have been posted.!
!
Click!HERE !to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online.!Contact! Karolina Wojtysko !for the username and
password.
!
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
!
Rev. Bob Janis , Minister
minister@hartforduu.org !|!860-233-9897 ext. 103
!
Karolina Wojtysko , Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org !|!860-233-9897 ext. 100

Shahan Islam , Director of Religious Education
shahan@hartforduu.org !|!860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett , Director of Music
music@hartforduu.org !
!
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper!
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is

noon Tuesday!
Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured . Announcements
about upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks!maximum ,
unless other arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

!
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization,!please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to
200 words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

!
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

!

USH Calendar of Events
!
The calendar for November 2024 !can be
viewed!HERE .
!
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for
all upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford
!
To submit a Calendar Request or Zoom Meeting click!HERE .

!

Unitarian Society of Hartford | 50 Bloomfield Ave  | Hartford, CT 06105 US
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