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Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. - noon
or by appointment.

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Sunday Morning Service
November 3, 10:30

“One More Song...
I Will Sing One More Song”

Turn Clocks BACK one hour!

Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
Laurie Kelliher and Ben Harvey, Worship Associates

Sam Moffett, Music Director

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

 
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
 

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

 
Couldn't get to USH, and missed the livestream?

Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo
 

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, November 7, 6 p.m. –
First Thursday Chapel Service with Reverend Bob.

Sunday, November 10 – “Living Community”,
Dana Donovan, Pulpit Guest/
Margaret Leicach, Worship Associate/Choir

Sunday, November 17 –
“Prophetic Possibilities and the Politics of Heresy”
Reverend Aaron Payson/Sue Smolski and Ann Laporte Bryan, Worship
Associates/Andrew Wilcox, Guest Pianist with Sam Moffett, Music
Director

Sunday, November 24, 10:30 am - Thanksgiving/Gratitude: An
Intergenerational Service, Reverend Bob/Margaret Leicach, Worship
Associate

 

Message from Rev. Bob...

We’re at the end of October – Happy Halloween! – and
November’s likely to include a fair bit of nail biting,
divisiveness, reckoning, very mixed emotions among
different groups of people, and possibly much worse than
all the above.

And that’s just Thanksgiving.

OK, humor is one of the ways I deal with anxiety – what’s yours? Now is a very
good time to double down on those spiritual practices. You probably already
have something like “spiritual practices”, even if you don’t call them that – what
I mean is, you probably have activities that help you feel grounded, relaxed,
connected, joyful and whole. Go for a walk with a friend. Read a good book. Sit
and enjoy a cup of coffee for a while, before you go anywhere.

It’s not my job to tell you how to vote (though I do recommend you do vote, if
you’re a citizen), but it is my job to remind you: you’ve got this. Be gentle with
yourself, because these are, in all likelihood, extremely stressful times. Be gentle
with others, for the same reason. Remember who you are: what you believe in,
what you are at your best, who are your people that you are accountable to. Take
time to refuel. Don’t panic. Or do panic, but find someone to panic with – a
friend, a therapist, me – because panic together is sometimes more calming and
always more fun.

Got it? Good. See ya Sunday.

Blessings,
Rev. Bob

 
 

USH General Interest
 

Fire Alarm Evacuation Drill
Sunday November 3, 2024

11:30 a.m.

Immediately following this Sunday morning's service in
the sanctuary, there will be fire alarm drill. An

announcement will be made from the pulpit as a reminder.

The fire alarm itself will not be used during the drill; instead, we will have a
simulation. USH staff, members of the Security Committee, and Worship
Associates will be present to help direct you to the exits.

It will be similar to the drill held in Fellowship Hall this summer, though exiting
from this different location. Thanks for your cooperation.

LU Giammatteo and Paul Cipriano
Security Committee Co-Chairs

First Sunday Connections

NEWCOMERS —
Are you UU-curious?

Join “First Connections”, an informal gathering Under
the Stairs on November 3, following our Sunday service. Bring your coffee or
tea for conversation about Unitarian Universalism, the Unitarian Society of
Hartford, and most of all to consider the wondering question…What brought you
here today?

Whether it is your first time or you’ve been coming and curious for a while, join
us. Members and friends are always welcome and broaden the insights to our
very special faith.

Cookies and fruit and conversation…and you…join us Under the Stairs.

The Possibilities Fair was a big success!
Numerous groups are still looking for
participants/volunteers.

Volunteers Needed:
Ad Hoc Event Set-up Crew
Teachers for Religious Education
Winter Regifting Sale

Starting this fall:
Hiking & Walking Group
Mids (social group for people in their 20s, 30s, 40s)
Meditation & Relaxation — starting in early December

Starting in early 2025:
Circle Dinners — TBD
Earth-Centred Spirituality
Enneagram Practice Group
Game night
Genealogy
Thoughtful Endings
Wellness Fair

Looking for organizers and/or leaders:
LGBTQ Social Group
Women's Discussion Group

Please Come Get Me! 

I was found in the USH parking lot Sunday afternoon. Some nice
people picked me up and took me inside. I thanked them and told
them I wanted to go back home because my little friend was probably
missing me. I miss my home and my friend. I will be waiting for you
in the Meeting House office.      

Please reply to:
Janice Newton

janicecnewton@gmail.com
860/212-6923

Do you enjoy hiking?

Explore walking paths and hikes in Connecticut, including
land trusts, state parks, and reservoirs. Walkers will meet
weekends. Specific times, length, and locations TBD based
on skill levels, weather, and availability. Starting fall 2024.
Contact Frederique and Michael Shea during coffee
hour to discuss in greater depth.

Twilight Fire Circle
Samhain Celebration
Saturday, November 2, 3 p.m.

Join us in celebration on the eve of the Celtic New
Year

Samhain is a time to remember loved ones who
have passed and our ancestors. An ancestral altar will be set up. Anyone who
wishes is welcome to bring photos or other mementos of their loved ones.

Ritual will be followed by a potluck dinner. Everyone is welcome to bring a dish
to share with others. A dish is not required to join us in celebration.

We want to remember those who are less fortunate than us, and will be collecting
donations of canned or dry goods for the Horace Bushnell Food Pantry in
Hartford. Please, give from your heart as you are able.

Everyone with an open heart is welcome at our celebration. If all you can bring is
yourself – then – so mote it be! Welcome! Feast and be merry!

PIZZA AND MOVIE
Friday, November 8

 
***ONLY ONE MORE WEEK TO SIGN UP

DURING FELLOWSHIP HOUR SO WE
KNOW HOW MUCH PIZZA TO ORDER!
 

5:00 p.m. Popcorn & sodaA
5:30 – EAT
6:30 – Movie and discussion
$15 PIZZA, SALAD, AND DESSERT (or $5/slice)
 
CITY LIGHTS
City Lights, the most cherished film by Charlie Chaplin, is also his ultimate Little
Tramp chronicle. The writer-director-star achieved new levels of grace, in both
physical comedy and dramatic poignancy, with this silent tale of a lovable
vagrant falling for a young blind woman who sells flowers on the street (a
magical Virginia Cherrill) and mistakes him for a millionaire. Though this
Depression-era smash was made after the advent of sound, Chaplin remained
steadfast in his love for the expressive beauty of the pre-talkie form. The result
was the epitome of his art and the crowning achievement of silent comedy.
With Sam on the piano

Meeting House Presents: 
Stephen Bennett — Friday, November 15
7:00 p.m.

$20 at the door.
Doors open at 6:30 for the 7:00 show.

Stephen Bennett has been playing guitar for nearly six
decades. He’s won multiple awards, released more than

thirty albums on his own plus several in collaboration with others, and has also
appeared on various compilations.

Stephen has played a significant role in the renaissance of the harp guitar and is
the founder of the annual Harp Guitar GatheringTM. He’s played music around
the United States and internationally, touring on his own, and with other notable
musicians. Along with Alex Lifeson (of Rush), he released a single in May 2023
entitled Mr. Zelenskyy, in honor of the Ukrainian president.

Stephen’s favorite quote ever about his playing? The Toronto Fingerstyle Guitar
Association dubbed him the “Jedi Master of Fingerstyle Guitar”. While he
doesn’t agree with that assessment, sometimes he isn’t completely unhappy with
his playing either.

Born in Oregon and raised in the Hudson Valley, he lived in Virginia for 30+
years. After moving to Connecticut in 2010, he and his wife Nancy recently
moved to the beautiful northwest corner, alongside the Housatonic River.

LUNCH BUNCH - The Lunch Bunch next meets on
TUSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 at NOON in
Fellowship Hall. Bring your own lunch and beverage, and
share conversation and community. Please sign up during
Fellowship Hour so we know how many tables to set
up. Looking forward to seeing you. There will be NO
Lunch Bunch in December. Janice Newton

Whatever Else You Do —
GO VOTE!
Vote 2024! Early voting continues through
November 3. Check times in your town.
Election Day is Tuesday, November 5. All
polling places are open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Ask your friends and neighbors if they need a
ride to vote!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

¡Buen Día!

I hope this message finds you well! With national and local elections only
days away, I'm delighted to share my latest CT Mirror editorials published
in English and Spanish. You'll find local and national rights and resources
for voters with disabilities as well as information and links regarding early
voting.

Please read and share this timely news...
 
https://ctmirror.org/2024/10/15/esta-listo-y-discapacitado-
para-la-votacion-anticipada-de-ct/

https://ctmirror.org/2024/10/15/are-you-ready-and-disabled-
for-ct-early-voting/

Estimadamente/Best regards,
Doris A. Maldonado Méndez

 
 

Social Justice
 
 

POWER SUMMIT: 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
WEAVER HIGH SCHOOL

Register and/or request ride or carpool at:
ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

TOGETHER WE MAKE CHANGE!

In case you missed the last one…
GHIAA Power Summit 2022 Recap Video  https://vimeo.com/836571703

November Good Neighbor Offering
(GNO) —

Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry

In 1972, the Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry
was established with the mission of providing food for needy children.
Now it has expanded to include senior citizens, disabled, and the
homeless.

Needy families in Hartford is continuing to increase. The Food Pantry
needs more supporters than ever, in order to address the current needs in
the Greater Hartford community.

Presently, the Children's Food Pantry can provide food for about 200
needy adults and 350 needy children a week. With the proper funding and
support, the Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry can provide food for
300 to 400 needy adults and 700 to 800 children a week. This is our goal
of commitment to our community.

 

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry

Thank you to all of the USH folks who consistently fill the
food bin in the church lobby with healthy food for the
hungry kids, adults, families and seniors of Hartford's
poorest neighborhoods!

It would be wonderful if a few more of us got into the habit of filling the bin
regularly as well!...Our LOVE IN ACTION!

Horace Bushnell Coat Drive

Winter Coats needed for Infants through Seniors! New and
gently used clean winter coats and jackets are needed for
the Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry. Please put
them into the bin on the left which has been labeled
for coats and jackets. Thank You!

 

Religious Exploration
 

EXPLORERS IN R.E.: RE Class for Explorers
on Sunday (November 3) will be about elections
and using your voice.  The Soul Matter theme for
the month is repair.  Also addressed through the
month will be how we can give voice to those who
aren't using or cannot use their voice – i.e. we
need to repair this.  

BOSTON TRIP WITH UU NORTHAMPTON:  Our
RE young people have been invited by the RE young people of the UU Society of
Northampton (MA) to travel to Boston for a day trip on Monday, November
11. Featured is a walking tour of significant locations and memorials that are
relevant to our Unitarian and Universalist history.  

Sunday Movie Change — 'The Wild Robot' at 12:30 — please invite any
kids who may wish to watch — whether from a USH families or not: The
movie on Sunday at 12:30 will be The Wild Robot.  It is presently out in
theaters. Tomatometer is 98%. From Rotten Tomatoes: "The epic adventure
follows the journey of a robot – ROZZUM unit 7134, "Roz" for short – that is
shipwrecked on an uninhabited island and must learn to adapt to the harsh
surroundings, gradually building relationships with the animals on the island
and becoming the adoptive parent of an orphaned gosling." 

 Please register and invite friends and family

 

Around Connecticut
 

Flying Bird’s Diary tells the story of Fidelia Fielding (1827-1908),
who was the last-known speaker of the Mohegan Pequot
language. Directed by Madeline Sayet and written by Melissa
Tantaquidgeon Zobel, this film dramatizes the efforts of Fielding to
preserve the Mohegan language for later generations.

We believe it's important – especially in today's climate – to identify
common ground between and among citizens rather than continue to
exploit differences. In this way, we can foster meaningful
relationships and dialogue and forge a better community. 

For more information, please
contact glastonburyMLKCI@gmail.com.

 

USH Resources
 

November Board Meeting:
Tuesday, 11/12, 6:30 p.m.

Zoom Link

2024 – 2025 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nancy Kemmerer: President
Nina Elgo: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair
 
Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

The latest financial reports for FY 2024-2025 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2023/24 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for May 2024 have been posted. 
 
Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Education
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
music@hartforduu.org 
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is

noon Tuesday!
Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements
about upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum,
unless other arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to
200 words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

USH Calendar of Events
 
The calendar for November 2024 can be
viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for
all upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford
 
To submit a Calendar Request or Zoom Meeting click HERE.

 

Unitarian Society of Hartford | 50 Bloomfield Ave | Hartford, CT 06105 US
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