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Unitarian Society of Hartford
"Nourishing Spirit, Building Community, Working for Justice"

 50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105
Tel: (860) 233-9897 • Email: hartforduusociety@gmail.com

www.ushartford.org

Minister's Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

or by appointment.

Office Administrator Hours:
Sunday 9 a.m.– 1 p.m.

Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

*Karolina is away June 14 - June 23

Sunday Morning Service
10:30 a.m. June 12

“Can We Find the Divine in Father's Day in 2024?”

Cantor Julia Cadrain and Joe Rubin, Pulpit Guests
Carol Simpson, Worship Associate

Elana Arian, Musical Guest
Sam Moffett, Music Director

Julia Cadrain, Pulpit Guest
A soulful leader, whose work is rooted in inclusivity
and authentic relationships: Cantor Cadrain is
dedicated to helping people find peace amidst the
challenges of modern life. She discovers inspiration in
connecting people through the power of music, ritual,
and spiritual practice. Cantor Cadrain received a
Bachelors of Music in Classical Voice at New England
Conservatory, and was ordained as a cantor by Hebrew

Union College in the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music. She served
as a member of the clergy team at Manhattan’s Central Synagogue from
2012 to 2021, and was thrilled to join the Temple Israel of Westport
community as Senior Cantor in 2021. Cantor Cadrain is a certified vinyasa
yoga instructor, and a graduate of the clergy leadership training program
of the Institute for Jewish Spirituality. An internationally recognized
spiritual leader, she has served as cantor for the United Nations’
International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the South African Union
for Progressive Judaism’s Passover Seder, as well as collaborating with
musicians across the globe. She and her wife Elana live in Tarrytown, NY
with their two children.

Joe Rubin, Pulpit Guest
Joe Rubin has been a member of USH, along with his
wife Diane Cadrain, for nearly 40 years. They raised
their three daughters in this congregation. Joe is a
semi-retired lawyer and grandfather to three terrific
granddaughters.

Elana Arian, Musical Guest
Elana Arian is a singer/songleader, musician, and
renowned composer of contemporary Jewish music.
She performs regularly at synagogues throughout the
U.S. and beyond. She is married to Julia.

Carol Simpson, Worship Associate
Carol Simpson joined USH when she and her husband
moved from "east of the river" to Bloomfield. She has
been a worship associate here for the past five
years. Carol's father died at age 53, when she was 12,
and her life was forever changed. His legacy is more
clear to her now than when he was alive, and is with
her daily. 

Matters of the Heart
To have a Joy or Sorrow read from the pulpit
on Sunday morning, e-mail Matters of the Heart

In person – use Matters of Heart basket for written
cards on Sunday morning. Please provide concise
information.

Religious Education: 10:30 a.m.
Annie Witzler, Interim RE Coordinator 

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

Couldn't make it to USH, and missed the livestream?
Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo

 

Worship Calendar
Join us, in person or online. 

Upcoming Services:  

June 23 – Eric Dolphy – “Out to Lunch!”
Reverend Bob & Sam Moffett/Margaret Leicach, Worship Associate 

June 30 – "Sacred Stories Celebrating Pride", Reverend Bob &
USH Panel of Members/Michael Michaud, Worship Associate

SUMMER SERVICES BEGIN in Fellowship Hall,
10:30 a.m. on:

July 7 – "The Four Noble Truths", Reverend Bob/
Michael Michaud, Worship Associate 

 

Thoughts From Rev. Bob...

Here’s a wonderful quote – thanks to Joanne Lefferts who
sent it along…

"Each time I choose the more loving direction, the kinder
impulse, the most encouraging word; each time I choose

to silence my complaint, my criticism or to deal with conflict nonviolently;
each time I open wholeheartedly to express gratitude for what is around
me; each time I offer help or comfort selflessly, or pause to reflect, give
thanks or praise, or to align myself freshly with my finest impulses and
self, I rediscover the source of my spiritual life — and I live it."
~ Stephanie Dowrick, "Seeking the Sacred”
 
Here’s to “the more loving direction” – Rev. Bob

 

UUA General Assembly Get-Together
(Hybrid, Library & Zoom)

Every year, Unitarian Universalists from around the country gather at the
General Assembly. This is a four-day-long event, featuring workshops,
worship services, and business meetings where votes are taken on Unitarian
Universalist policy and practice.

This year, rather than happening at a specific location, the General Assembly
is online-only. As you may have heard, this is a major General Assembly as
there is a vote in place about Article II, which is our governing document. For
more info or to register, see https://www.uua.org/ga.

If you’d like to talk about the General Assembly with others in our
congregation, Rev. Bob is hosting a general get-together on Friday, June 21,
4-6 p.m. in the USH library. You can also come to this virtually via Zoom.
The business meeting will be going on then, so you can get a glimpse into that
process and we can watch it together – or, we can just chat about GA
generally.

No need to register, just show up if you’re interested. Feel free to ask Rev.
Bob if you have any questions. Thanks!

 

USH News
 

Endowment Focus Group Meets Sunday —
You are invited!

This Sunday, June 16, at noon in Servetus, the Endowment
Committee is holding a focus group to seek input on the nature of
the planned autumn Endowment campaign. For example, let us
know what types of financial information would be helpful for you?
What sorts of educational materials would be useful? And, how can
we enhance our message? The Committee will use this input to
develop better plans and informational material to support this
campaign. Get a cup of coffee, and join us... your ideas and
comments are greatly appreciated!

6/11 Board Meeting Summary
At last evening's Board meeting, the final one of this program/fiscal year,
several significant items were presented and approved:

A detailed proposal for Phase II of improved Sanctuary lighting, which
envisions enhanced lighting on the chancel, has recently been completed
by a team comprising Building and Grounds working with advisors and
contractors experienced both in their specialties and, critically, with our
building. The plan preserves the appearance of the chancel while
affording (a) better visibility of celebrants and performers on the chancel,
and (b) improved lighting for choristers, who have often noted the lack of
adequate illumination for reading musical scores. Funding for this project
had already been secured, so work can begin as soon as materials are
obtained and contractors scheduled. It's hoped that significant progress
can be accomplished this summer, though supply chain (or other) issues
may again present themselves.

Budget — the proposed, balanced budget for fiscal year 2024/25 was
passed — before the conclusion of the current year! This is the standard
– and desirable – timetable, but for the past few years budget approval
has been delayed until July or, even, August. Shifting expectations around
staff and ministerial salaries, and around revenue projections as well,
necessitated numerous draft revisions with updated numbers. This year,
with stable staffing and an energetic, efficient, productive stewardship
campaign, the tools to complete our budget on time and on target were
happily at hand.

Last, a protocol for guest presentations at board meetings was discussed
and accepted. This will soon be available on the USH website, in the
"Policies" area, and outlines a process and some guidelines for those
wishing to bring an item or request to the board at a regular meeting.

The next board meeting, featuring members for the 2024/25 year, will be held
July 9 in the Library and viewable on Zoom.

E-News Summer Schedule
Your USH E-News is planning on a laid-back publication schedule for the
summer — during July and August, you'll see us two Wednesdays per month,
rather than weekly.

Our last issue this month comes out June 26. After that, we will appear in your
inbox on these dates:

July 10
July 24
August 7
August 21... and then, we resume our weekly routine on
September 4.

The worship reminder will continue to be sent to you each Saturday.

E-News contributors: please tailor your submissions to align with this
temporarily-relaxed schedule. Have questions? Call or email; we're happy to
work with you.

~ Tina Davies, Editor

'People at Work' – Painting Fellowship Hall

The paint color choice poll taken during the last few weeks has been tallied. The
preferred choice is 'sampled' on the wall just outside the toddler classroom (for
those who remember, it's #2). The painting begins this week with
management and work done by Paula Bleck and Kevin Girouard.

There won't be a call for volunteers on this project. Efforts will be made to look
tidy on Sundays but blue tape, putty on walls and doors, and uneven primer
colors are an inherent part of the process. The end result will make it all
worthwhile.

Thank you for your patience.

~ Evan Williams

MeetingHouse Presents
 

Outdoor Concert
with ResQ and Bluebyrd

to Welcome Summer!
Friday, June 21, at 6 p.m.

$20 donation

Bring lawn chairs, blankets, and a picnic to enjoy an outdoor concert,
weather permitting. If it rains we will move indoors.

 

USH Gatherings
For more information on our weekly and monthly

gatherings, click here.

Last Call for June Pizza/Movie Night
Friday, June 19, 5(ish) p.m.

Our June movie is Living, released in 2022 and starring
Bill Nighy as an aging British civil servant, meticulously attending
his duties as he approaches retirement. His life is altered by a diagnosis which
requires recalculation of his plans. Facing death, he chooses to live with
purpose.
 
Logistics: We begin assembling at 5 for popcorn and
soda/lemonade/tea and mingling; the pizza arrives at 5:30. 'Showtime' is 6:30.
 
If you want to join us, email Tina Davies by Thursday night (6/13),
with "Movie" in the subject line. Indicate whether you prefer meat, veggie, or
cheese pizza, and how many slices you'd like. Pay when you arrive.

$15* covers pizza, salad,
dessert, & non-alcoholic beverages. Feel free to bring your own beer or wine, if

that’s your preference.
 

*or $5/slice, for the light eaters

__________________________

Lunch Bunch 
June 18, Noon – 2 p.m.

 
Enjoy convivial conversation over lunch with friends... we're back

in Fellowship Hall this month, brown-bagging our choices of lunch.
 

Please contact Janice Newton to reserve your space; it helps
greatly to know how many people are coming!

Social Justice
 

May Social Justice Council Minutes have been posted here

Manhattan Beach, California ~ Swimming
Together
 
Join The Sum of Us discussion group in person
to reflect on the final session. Podcast
description: After pressure from white
residents and the Ku Klux Klan during the early

1900s, a local government seized a thriving Black-owned beach resort in
Manhattan Beach, CA. Activists won the return of the beach to the Bruce family
in the first-known U.S. case of land reparations for Black people. The
community confronts what it lost when it destroyed a Black beach paradise, and
redefines itself as reparations become reality. Also listen to the final reflection
podcast, The America that’s Becoming, focused on how to move to action
locally to address similar issues. Both podcasts are available to listen to at:
https://open.spotify.com/show/19VMtc487rqmrb6GC8eRvd

We will be gathering at USH in Classroom D from noon – 1:00 following
coffee hour after the June 30 service to discuss both podcasts. If you have
questions, contact Gloria Mengual at gloriafmengual@gmail.com or call
her at 860-729-2093.
 
Pictured above is a photo of the family of color holding up their property
paperwork.

June Good Neighbor Offering —

Church Street Eats is a cooperative ministry operating out of the historic
Christ Church Cathedral, providing meals and clothing to people in need, in and
around Hartford. The number of people who depend on Church Street Eats
continues to increase. Likewise, the opportunities to be a part of this caring
community also continue to grow.

USH is one of more than 40 groups that commit their time and talent —
schools, businesses, and various religious groups from all over the state to aid in
their basic but dedicated mission: A simple act of kindness goes a long way to
help those in need.

Each month this church year, our Youth Group has made soup that has been
donated to serve those in need of a meal. Inspired by their mission of kindness,
the USH Youth Group has chosen to partner with them for this month’s Good
Neighbor Offering.

Saturday, June 22: West Hartford Pride

Join the celebration! West Hartford Pride @ WH Town Hall
 
USH and the Universalist Church of West Hartford are again sharing a booth.

Volunteer to welcome guests for an hour or more and be rewarded with fun,
community spirit, and a free USH T-shirt! Sign Up Genius link below or contact
Judy Sullivan

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D49AEAC2CA2FF2-
50039855-west

Food Pantry News:

One in eight Connecticut residents experienced
food insecurity in 2022. That's nearly half a
million people! Can you just imagine what the
numbers are now with the incredible increases in
food costs?

Please give generously to the Horace
Bushnell Food Pantry. Lots of protein,
please!

 

RE and Chalice Clubhouse
 

Join the fun at USH —

Looking for a supportive, inclusive, non-judgmental
home for your family’s spiritual needs? Let USH be
yours! Visit and learn about Unitarian Universalism, our
congregation, and how USH can foster your family’s
religious or spiritual journeys.

Sign up for Sundays here online or in person at the welcome table.
Questions? Reach out to our Interim Religious Education Coordinator
Annie Witzler for more information.

Our Whole Lives is back for a Super Session (meaning several
workshops in one day) on Saturday, June 15 at USH. The
super session will run from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lunch will
be provided. Please stay tuned for further details

View this weeks RE e-newsletter HERE
 

USH Resources
Board Meeting

The next board meeting is Tuesday, July 9

6:30 p.m. Hybrid
Zoom Link HERE

2023 – 2024 USH Board of Directors
Dana Donovan: President
Nancy Kemmerer: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair
Tina Davies: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

The latest financial reports for FY 2023/24 have been posted;
click HERE to view.

See the 2023/24 Annual Report HERE

The Board Meeting Minutes for April 2024 have been posted. 

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.

Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
ushminister@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 103

Annie Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator
re4ush@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
smoffettuu@gmail.com 

Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

Karolina Wojtysko, Office Administrator & Building Rentals
hartforduusociety@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is

noon Tuesday
Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or organization,
please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200 words or less.
Note that all material is subject to editing prior to publication.

Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files. Thank
you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technology Manager: Karolina Wojtysko

Email Your Submission

Missed Last Week's Enews? Click HERE

Want to Donate Online? Click Here

USH Calendar of Events
The calendar for June 2024 can be viewed
HERE.

Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for
all upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

To submit a Calendar Request or Zoom Meeting click HERE.
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