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Minister's Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

or by appointment.

Office Administrator Hours:
Sunday 9 a.m.– 1 p.m.

Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Virtual Hours: Monday – Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.

Sunday Morning Service
10:30 a.m. April 28

Earth Day
"The End is Nigh (and so is a New

Beginning)”

Photo taken 12/7/1972 by Apollo 17 crew on the last lunar mission

Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
Carol Simpson, Worship Associate

Sam Moffett, Music Director
Choir

Matters of the Heart
To have a Joy or Sorrow read from the pulpit
on Sunday morning, e-mail Matters of the Heart

In person – use Matters of Heart basket for written cards on
Sunday morning. Please provide concise information.

Religious Education: 10:30 a.m.
Annie Witzler, Interim RE Coordinator 

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

Virtual Coffee Hour follows via Zoom;

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

Couldn't make it to USH, and missed the livestream?
Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo

 

Worship Calendar
Join us, in person or online. 

Upcoming Services:  
 
Thursday, May 2 – First Thursdays in the
Chapel with Reverend Bob

May 5 – "Solitude", Al Herzog, MD/ Judy Robbins, Worship Associate

May 12 – Mother's Day; Reverend Bob/Peter Meny, Worship Associate/
Choir/GNO Speaker 

May 19 – Membership Sunday; Reverend Bob/Laurie Kelliher, Worship
Associate

May 26 - Memorial Day; Rev. Dr. Jan Carlsson-Bull, pulpit guest/Sue
Smolski, Worship Associate. Choir, Board Message 

 

Thoughts From Rev. Bob...

Like all sacred stories, Passover is still happening.

Passover tells the story of the exodus of the Hebrew
slaves from Egypt, which created a shared sense of

identity and purpose amongst the Jewish people. But, whatever the
historicity, it is a living story. Wherever there is oppression, and the thirst
for liberation from that oppression, Passover is happening.

Wherever a people hopes to be spared from the worst slaughters
imaginable – and, perhaps, hopes for a glimpse of
some better future, a future of peace – Passover is ongoing.

Passover needs to be observed, needs to be lived, because, in the words of
civil rights pioneer Ella Baker, “We who believe in
freedom cannot rest until it comes." Though we recline on Passover to
celebrate freedoms already won by our ancestors, we also fuel our bodies
with delicious food, for the work still to
come.

We will have a Passover Seder here at USH on Friday evening – details
elsewhere in this newsletter. People of all ages, and of every cultural and
religious background, are warmly invited to attend. Happy Pesach,
everyone!

Yours gratefully,
Rev. Bob

 

Become a member of USH…
A sense of belonging, a hope of warm welcome, a deep need for
connection — to community, to purpose or to inspiration and maybe
a touch of the divine... we come together at the Unitarian Society
with so many different yearnings.

Membership offers further opportunities of connection in this
vibrant community of liberal religious ideals, principled living, and
simple friendship.

Life’s passage is filled with twists and turns both joyful and somber,
and living it in the midst of relationship smooths the voyage.

Become a member. Rev. Bob, Laurie Kelliher, and any number
of friendly faces are excited to help your decision that can lead to the
May 19 New Member Ceremony…and cake...

THE JOURNEY:
A two-session course
for New Members

What does it mean to a member at Unitarian Society of Hartford?
This course is an opportunity to explore how this congregation might
make a difference in your life, and ways to further the experience
here at USH. Led by Rev. Bob and the Membership team, the course
is designed for those who are considering membership or those who
have recently become members. It is intended for both those new to
Unitarian Universalism, and long-time UUs. As well as letting you
know about congregational initiatives, participants will have a
chance to reflect on their own spirituality, and also get to know other
newer members socially. 

Two session course:

Thursday, May 2, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

To RSVP for this free course, please email Laurie Kelliher. Please
let us know if you need childcare or if there are any other
impediments to attending, and we'll see what we can do. If you can
only make one of the two sessions, that's fine, do come on by!

Is it Your Time?

Seeking: First-time or return lay pulpit speakers for the Fall and coming
church year.

Qualifications: A willingness to speak your truth on a topic of your interest
and to prepare with the guidance of one of our Worship Associates or our
Minister.

What is it really like?: Comments from recent lay pulpit speakers who are
not Worship Associates —

"Our congregation is a very supportive and appreciative group."

"It really is an opportunity to speak your truth."

"The reflective process you go through is enriching and rewarding."

"Relax, enjoy the opportunity as much as possible. You are talking to a
friendly and forgiving group."

"The Worship Associate/Minister will support you as a pulpit guest
developing a service that brings out your authentic voice."

To explore further or to volunteer, contact any of our Worship Associates or
Reverend Bob.

~ Sue Smolski

USH News

Passover Seder
Friday, April 26, 5:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Passover is a Jewish holiday, based on the story
in Exodus of enslavement of ancient Hebrew
people in Egypt and their escape to the Promised
Land. It is celebrated at a symbolic dinner,
known as the Seder. This is generally
celebrated as a family event at home – so

children and all ages are always very welcome.
 
In UU practice, Passover is a time to remember how wonderful it is to be free.
Passover is also a time to think of all the people in the world who are not free,
and those who are hungry and poor. Our congregation will honor these
traditions with a communal Seder dinner taking place on Friday, April 26.
There, we will share the Haggadah, the traditional story of Passover, and reflect
on our collective liberation.
 
If you would like to come, please RSVP to Rev. Bob
(USHMinister@gmail.com) and let him know whether you are able to bring
(choose one) an entrée, appetizer, dessert, or drinks. Traditionally, all food is
prepared without yeast or other leavening, symbolizing the haste of
Exodus. There are numerous Passover recipes available online; for instance:
https://www.bonappetit.com/gallery/passover-food-dinner-recipes
or Gluten free at https://elanaspantry.com/passover-menu/.
 
Sign up in Fellowship Hall.

If you have questions, please contact Diana Heymann, Rev. Bob, or Joe
Rubin.

Stewardship Update

USH has already received pledges totaling
$271,028, which is about 10% shy of our
stewardship goal this year. A number of pledges
have yet to be received, and we are following up
with those members and friends.  

If you did not receive or have misplaced your
pledge form, they are available on the welcome
table on Sunday morning. Or, you can call the
Church Administrator at 860-233-9897, extension
100, and a pledge packet will be sent to you. 

Please remember that your pledge will enable USH to SEEK, SHARE, and
SOAR next year.

I'm ending today’s update with my paraphrase of the USH great covenant,
which I used last Sunday when I presented the Board minute: 
·       While love may be the spirit of this church and service its law,
it takes cash to pay our bills!

We thank you for your generosity.

~ Jim Venneman, Finance Chair

Board Positions Open for 2024/25
There are two positions on the USH Board of Directors which will be coming
open for next year: President-Elect, and Council Chair for Community Within.
President-Elect is a one-year term, accompanied by the anticipation of its
holder moving into the President slot the following year.

Community Within is the council overseeing, and providing support to, many of
the program offerings which fall outside of worship or social justice. This is a
two-year position, and the chair may choose to stand for a second two-year
term should they choose. )Term limits for all board positions are outlined in the
USH Constitution.)

Interested in learning more about either position? Contact Laurie Kelliher.

Arts of Worship Workshop
Tuesday, April 30; 6:30 – 8 p.m.

In this session, led by Rev. Bob, we'll explore the art of writing and
delivering sermons. If you didn't attend session one in April, you are still
welcome to attend. Please contact Rev. Bob
(USHMinister@gmail.com) to RSVP and to receive materials from
the first session. Attendees are asked to have a try at writing a sermon
(it's totally fine if you don't get very far!)

 

Ambulatory Art Show

Anne Sheffield is a retired English and Art teacher and
Master Gardener. In her Ambulatory show — Under,
Over, Around, Through — braided pieces combine her
interests in textile arts, Mother Nature, and protecting/
appreciating our planet. The masks are part of a
seasonal series of sacred Muses. Braids show the
interconnections among all things; knots sometimes
signify seeds or fruit. Many cultures have worn braids
throughout time, so these wall sculptures also evoke
family trees and roots, as well as diversity within a
group. Each braid is different, created to juxtapose

various textures and materials. Choices and process are visceral and intuitive,
each piece evolving within a concept indicated by the title, often including the
words Praise or Protect.

Anne’s art has been exhibited at a dozen local galleries, receiving several
awards. She has belonged to many local art organizations, the UU book group,
and has published poems, short stories, interviews, creative non-fiction, and
reviews in literary journals, Sunday newspaper magazines, Ladies’ Home
Journal, etc. Over decades she's taught at boarding schools, UCONN, and
Special Education programs. Her two cats, two grandchildren, and two children
are ongoing delights and challenges. She has lived in Denmark, Oregon, and
now Wethersfield.

 

Holly Near at USH, May 4

Reserve NOW!
(and pay at the door)

Reservations are pouring in fast for Holly
Near's upcoming Hartford appearance –
right here at the Meeting House, in her
May 4 Saturday afternoon concert. We
don't want USH folks to be disappointed by
showing up to a sold-out house, so email
right now to guarantee yourself a seat in
the Sanctuary. When you and your party
arrive, check in and pay – $25 per person;

general seating only.

Email MeetingHousePresents@gmail.com with 'Holly Near
Reservations' in the subject line.

Want to help with Holly's concert??
We expect a very big crowd for this concert; it's even possible she may be sold
out! So, more help's needed than usual. If you can help with this Meeting House
event, please contact Paul Cipriano.

Where we need volunteer staffing:
Parking Attendants
Box Office (ticket sales, hand stamping)
Ushers (managing flow into sanctuary)
Entrance Attendants (pass out printed material; offer guidance)
Refreshments (help with snacks at intermission: baked goods, finger foods,
cookies)
Band Hospitailty

Also — Needing A (Paid) Merch Salesperson —

Holly's national merchandise distributor needs someone local, to sell Holly
Near merchandise (CDs, DVDs, hats, tees, etc.) at the concert. This is a
paying gig. If you are interested, contact Paul and Laura Cipriano ASAP
for more details!

 

Spring Choir Dates
Here are the remaining choir dates through June. The choir is open
to all USH members, friends, and guests interested in singing.
Participation only requires one rehearsal at 9 a.m. on the morning
of a choir performance. Dates the choir will be singing are:

May 12 and 26

June 2 and 16.

Interested? Contact Sam at smoffettuu@gmail.com or (860)
371-8880.

Where's Walter?
About two months ago, when we in Connecticut still
wondered if winter was yet to strike another frigid blast
of icy unpleasantness, Walter Johnston was in Springer
Mountain, Georgia, about to hoist his backpack and set
off on an adventure. Walter is an alumnus of the USH
Youth Group; he is the son of Miriam Byroade and Bruce
Johnston and brother of Sophie, and graduated last
year from high school. He has a talent for things

technical and mechanical. Walter's Eagle Scout project encompassed
reconstructing and fortifying a footbridge on a woodland park trail in
Manchester. All of this, plus a lot of focused planning, has been helpful
preparation for his current undertaking.

Walter's been making good time, averaging about 14 miles per day. Check out
the photo, below, he texted the other day...

A map of the AT is posted in the Nursery room. Annie Witzler's been updating
Walter's progress regularly with push pins. Stop in, and share vicariously in this
iconic "walk in the woods"* as experienced by one of our own. We're proud of
him!

* phrase appropriated from Bill Bryson's 1998 book of the same name

(Here he is! Go, Walter!)
 

USH Gatherings
For more information on our weekly and monthly

gatherings, click here.

 

SpiritChats
An Exploration of Nonduality

 
Upcoming SpiritChat Meetings:

5/3 & 5/17

Nonduality proposes that, despite appearances, none of us is really a separate
entity; that everything arises from and is part of a fundamental Oneness. This is
a radically different way of perceiving the world and our place in it. It is often
considered an element of enlightenment. Most people first approach nonduality
as an intellectual concept and then finally as a lived experience.

Spiritual Teacher Nicholas Bartoli, a former monk, is offering a spring series of
Friday morning SpiritChats at the Unitarian Society of Hartford on May 3 and
17 to explore nonduality. Sessions are open to all on a drop-in basis, 10:00-
11:30 a.m. A free-will offering of $20 or whatever fits your means is suggested.

For more information and the dates of all spring sessions, go
to https://nicholasbartoli.com

Social Justice
 

March Social Justice Meeting Minutes have been posted here

April Good Neighbor Offering:
Brother Carl Hardrick Institute

For over 50 years, Carl Hardrick has worked in Hartford to suppress violence
by getting people to work together. When the Hartford Police Department was
asked what could be done to suppress violence, their simple answer was "Give
us more Brother Carls."  

The Brother Carl Hardrick Institute (BCHI) was created because Brother Carl is
now in his eighties. For more than 50 years he has worked in Hartford's North
End, helping to defuse potentially explosive situations and stepping in when
trouble occurs. He works out of the Wilson-Gray YMCA on Albany
Avenue. Brother Carl still helps when he can, but he can not do as much as he
used to do.

Brother Carl first received national fame in the 1970s, when he was able to
arrange a truce between the Magnificent 20s of Bellevue Square — which was
the housing project where Brother Carl grew up — and the Hustlers of Stowe
Village. In addition to the work he has done in Hartford, he has often traveled
to major cities in this country to mediate gang wars.

The BCHI was created when JoAnn Price of Fairview Capital and Stephen Bayer
of the Jewish Federation came together to address the violence within the
greater Hartford community. The BCHI trains all members of the community to
continue Brother Carl's work. The Institute takes a comprehensive approach to
violence prevention by addressing mental health, culture, education and
political advocacy.  

I am pleased that the BCHI was chosen to be the recipient of USH's Good
Neighbor Offering this month. It is good to learn about and work with our
neighbors who live immediately to our East.  

~ Jim Venneman 

For more information, Click here

 

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry

"Oh dear, I forgot to bring a food donation!"
When memory fails, a monetary donation can be
put in one of the envelopes in your pew.
Make sure to indicate, "FOOD PANTRY"
That way, we make sure hungry folks will always
have healthy food, purchased by us or by food
pantry staff with funds we provide.

 

Join us for the Sum of Us
May 16

The next Sum of Us podcast on
Thursday. May 16, from 7:00 – 8:30
p.m. on Zoom.
 
Zoom Link for Sum of Us discussions.

 
 

RE and Chalice Clubhouse
 

Join the fun at USH —

Looking for a supportive, inclusive, non-judgmental
home for your family’s spiritual needs? Let USH be
yours! Visit and learn about Unitarian Universalism, our
congregation, and how USH can foster your family’s
religious or spiritual journeys.

Sign up for Sundays here online or in person at the welcome table.
Questions? Reach out to our Interim Religious Education Coordinator
Annie Witzler for more information.

 
Sunday School activities are happening for all ages
this Sunday. The Youth Group continues to plan
their upcoming worship service for June 2, and
The Chalice Clubhouse will be hearing a story
about Earth Day and Arbor Day and, weather
permitting, taking a nature walk around the USH
grounds.

Click HERE for this week's RE Newsletter

Around Greater Hartford

An Afternoon of CHALLENGE and HOPE 

with Renowned Civil Rights Leader and
Moral Activist 

The Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II

Sunday, May 5, 3 p.m.
 

10 Woodland Street, Hartford (corner of
Woodland and Farmington Ave.)

 
A free will offering will be taken.

 
To celebrate Immanuel Congregational Church’s 200th
Anniversary this year, we have invited renowned civil rights
leader, the Rev. Dr. William Barber II, to speak to the
Hartford community. Bishop Barber is a preacher, social
activist, author and sought-after public speaker who became
nationally known for his leadership with the Moral Monday
movement in North Carolina. He has recently begun a new
phase of his work as the Founding Director of the Center for
Public Theology and Public Policy at Yale Divinity School. 

USH is an Event Partner with Immanuel and a number of
other GHIAA member congregations on this occasion, and it's
hoped we may have a solid representation showing up to hear
this Civil Rights giant speak.

Parking is available next door at the Town & County Club and across
Woodland Street at the Hartford Medical Building. 

RSVP to the event: https://forms.gle/RfiCUjR88Xz6phwt8

 

USH Resources
Board Meeting

The next board meeting is Tuesday, May 14

6:30 p.m. Hybrid
Zoom Link HERE

2023 – 2024 USH Board of Directors
Dana Donovan: President
Nancy Kemmerer: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair
Tina Davies: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

The latest financial reports for FY 2023-2024 have been posted;
click HERE to view.

See the 2022/23 Annual Report HERE

The Board Meeting Minutes for March 2024 have been posted. 

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.

Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
ushminister@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 103

Annie Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator
re4ush@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
smoffettuu@gmail.com 

Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

Karolina Wojtysko, Office Administrator & Building Rentals
hartforduusociety@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is

noon Tuesday
Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or organization,
please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200 words or less.
Note that all material is subject to editing prior to publication.

Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files. Thank
you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technology Manager: Karolina Wojtysko

Email Your Submission

Missed Last Week's Enews? Click HERE

Want to Donate Online?  Click Here

USH Calendar of Events
The calendar for April 2024 can be viewed
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The calendar for April 2024 can be viewed
HERE.

Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for
all upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

To submit a Calendar Request (also for an online USH Zoom Room gathering)
click HERE.
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