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"Nourishing Spirit, Building Community, Working for Justice"

 50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105
Tel: (860) 233-9897 • Email: hartforduusociety@gmail.com

www.ushartford.org

Minister's Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

or by appointment.

Office Administrator Hours:
Sunday 9 a.m.– 1 p.m.

Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Virtual Hours: Monday – Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.

Sunday Morning Service
10:30 a.m. March 24

“Palm to Palm”

Since the day I’ll be with you is Palm Sunday in the Christian
tradition, I will reference the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem
with a ragtag band of followers who were inspired and
energized by the power of love, in contrast to the force and
intimidation which were seen as the hallmark of power in the
Roman Empire (and often still in our world today). I’ll speak
about the kind of power we can build when we are in deep and
authentic relationships with one another, and how we can use
that power to change the world toward justice.

Reverend Jocelyn Gardner-Spencer, Pulpit Guest
Laurie Kelliher, Worship Associate

Sam Moffett, Music Director
USH Choir

Reverend Jocelyn Gardner-Spencer, Pulpit
Guest

Rev. Jocelyn Gardner-Spencer serves as Lead
Organizer with the Greater Hartford Interfaith
Action Alliance (GHIAA). She is committed to
intersectional justice work and to building
relationships of authentic solidarity across lines
of race, religion, geography, socioeconomics,

gender, sexuality, ability, age, and all the other ways we so
often divide ourselves from one another. An ordained minister
in the United Church of Christ, Jocelyn led congregations in
Massachusetts and Connecticut for a dozen years before
joining the GHIAA team in 2021. She has been active in local
interfaith collaborations in Boston, New Haven, and
Northeastern Connecticut, and has facilitated racial justice
trainings in local churches, at regional workshops, and for
denominational staff. 

Matters of the Heart
To have a Joy or Sorrow read from the pulpit
on Sunday morning, e-mail Matters of the Heart

In person – use Matters of Heart basket for written
cards on Sunday morning. *Please provide concise
information

Religious Education: 10:30 a.m.
Annie Witzler, Interim RE Coordinator 

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

Virtual Coffee Hour follows via Zoom

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

Couldn't make it to USH, and missed the livestream?
Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo

Worship Calendar
Join us, in person or online. 

Upcoming Services:  
 
March 31 –"How To Lose Everything"/ Easter,
Reverend Bob/Carol Simpson, Worship Associate
 
April 7 – “The Transient and the Permanent”, RE Focused
Service/ Reverend Bob/Michael Michaud, Worship Associate; Ben
Mabrey, Guest Organist
 
April 14 – "Seeking, Sharing, Soaring", Margaret Leicach, Michael
Michaud, & Sue Smolski, Worship Leaders/USH Choir

April 21 – "Self-Love and Acceptance: Always An Inside Job",
Sarah Krippenstapel, pulpit guest/ Margaret Leicach, Worship Associate 

 

Thoughts From Rev. Bob...
 
We’re in stewardship season, when we ask our
supporters to make a pledge of financial support to
keep this place going. So I just want to say a big thank
you to everyone who has made a pledge of financial
support – whatever the amount, it is greatly
appreciated. As I’ve often said this year, this

institution exists only because people care enough to make it happen, with
their time, talent, and treasure. And through that caring, we have changed
lives for the better. Have we changed yours for the better yet? I hope so! I
know for me, the opportunity to serve here is an incredible blessing and
opportunity. Thank you. I would sing for my supper but… some of you
have endured my singing already. Have a great week!

Gratefully yours,
Rev. Bob

USH News

March = Stewardship
Through last Sunday, March 17, USH received pledges totaling
$161,808, or 52.5% of our goal. Many of you have been able to increase
your pledges. One member added this note to their pledge:
"We choose to increase our pledge. We think USH is doing well — We
are soaring!"

I agree. With Rev. Bob and the support of all of you, USH is soaring.

But, we can only truly soar if we get the remaining pledge forms in the next
couple of weeks. If you did not get a pledge form, they are available on the
Welcome Table on Sunday morning. Or, you can call the office at 860.233.9897,
extension 100, and a pledge package will be sent to you.

~ Jim Venneman, Finance Chair

UUA Article II Revision Resource Recommendation

Do you have 42 minutes to watch seven informative short videos about
the Proposed Revision of Article II of the Unitarian Universalist
Association's Bylaws? 

Go to the savethe7principle.org website and find "Continuing
Conversations: Let's Keep the Faith" (or, search that title on
YouTube). 

~ Sue Smolski, Worship Associate Coordinator

 

Spring Cleaning —
Saturday, April 6

Come make a difference in our Meditation Suite of
rooms.

Our goals are to clean surfaces to prep for
painting, brush grime from wooden walls and make glass sliding doors
shine! No ladder climbing required.

Come for all or part of 9:30 – 12:30. 
Cleaning supplies and refreshments provided.
Questions: evanwilliams.ms@gmail.com

Another "Souper" Week!

"Best soup week ever!" I used to drive my daughter crazy with that line
— she’d ask me how the concert was & I’d always say it was the best
concert ever But seriously, we had a blast! We listened to all Irish folk
& punk music today while we chopped. I discovered some bands I
really need to hear more from, like the Merry Wallopers.

One of the kids informed me that the band was named after a
legendary 19th century Irish... working woman... who would beat the
shamrocks out of men in bar brawls — Mary Walloper!! Hilarious stuff.
Anyway, we sold just over $500 worth and more than covered the $210
I spent in groceries. These kids are killin' it lately. We actually have a
budget now & will treat them to a fancy dinner sometime soon. 12
gallons delivered to soup kitchen, 8 gallons sold. Holy cow, I might
need bigger pots. So proud of them. Thanks for the support!
~ John Bengtson

Meeting House Notes

In the service on March 3, our Pulpit Guest John Bengtson mentioned the
architect of our Meeting House, Victor Lundy. His 101st birthday is this year. A
documentary profiling him and his work in the mid-century modern era of
architecture from 1945-1969 is called Victor Lundy: Sculptor of Space. 

Yes, there is mention of our house of worship built 60 years ago, but his
recollections cover his artistic approach requiring the use of unusual materials
new to building and his other notable buildings as well. 

While watching this documentary I felt pride for our place in this modern
movement. I feel we are lucky to be inhabiting the upward sweep of his
groundbreaking design. I urge you to take some time to get to know these
origins. Its very inspiring.

Here is a link to the youtube video, or click the video below:

Spring Choir Dates
Sam Moffett, our Director of Music Ministries, announces choir
dates through June. The choir is open to all USH members, friends,
and guests interested in singing. Participation only requires one
rehearsal at 9 a.m. on the morning of a choir performance. Dates the
choir will be singing are:

March 24

April 14 and 28

May 12 and 26

June 2 and 16.

Interested? Contact Sam at smoffettuu@gmail.com or (860)
371-8880.

USH Gatherings
For information on our weekly and monthly gatherings,

click here.
 

Twilight Fire Circle
Ostara Celebration
Saturday, March 23
Held at the Unitarian Society of Hartford
50 Bloomfield Ave, Hartford, CT.
Gathering begins at 3 p.m.

Join us in celebration of the magic of
Springtime.
Ritual will be followed by a potluck dinner. Everyone is welcome to bring
a dish to share with others. A dish is not required to join us in
celebration.

We will be collecting donations of canned or dry goods for the Horace
Bushnell Food Pantry in Hartford. Please, give from your heart as you are
able. We want to remember those who are less fortunate than
us. 

Everyone with an open heart is welcome to our celebration. If all you can
bring is yourself – then – so mote it be! Welcome! Feast and be merry!

 

Continuing the Conversation With
UUs Across the USA
 
Sweeping changes to the UUA Bylaws (Article
II) will substantially alter Unitarian

Universalism, affecting all of us. Our Principles, Sources, and our centuries-old
commitment to freedom of belief are at stake. The vote will take place at this
upcoming GA, yet most UUs remain uninformed and have had little time to
digest the issues. Join with other UUs across America. Organize to vote down
this proposal so that we have more time to consider the implications for our
religion.
 
Go to UUtheConversation. You’ll find the Teach-In that was held here at
USH in January along with other videos, a resource library, and a chance to join
others in National Town Hall meetings via Zoom. Share the link with your
friends in other congregations. Many congregations have little information on
this important decision. 
 
On Sunday, March 24, after the service, Judy Robbins will be under the
stairs to continue the conversation here at USH. Grab your coffee and join us. 

SpiritChat Meets March 29
An Exploration of Nonduality

 
Nonduality proposes that, despite appearances, none of us is really a separate
entity; that everything arises from and is part of a fundamental Oneness. This is
a radically different way of perceiving the world and our place in it. It is often
considered an element of enlightenment. Most people first approach nonduality
as an intellectual concept and then finally as a lived experience.

Spiritual Teacher Nicholas Bartoli, a former monk, is offering a spring series of
Friday morning SpiritChats at the Unitarian Society of Hartford to explore
nonduality. Sessions are open to all on a drop-in basis. March sessions are
3/29, 10:00-11:30 AM. A free-will offering of $20 or whatever fits your
means is suggested. For more information and the dates of all spring sessions,
go to https://nicholasbartoli.com

Social Justice
 

March GNO: The Village

The Village for Families and Children receives our Good Neighbor Offering for
the month of March. The Village began as an orphanage in 1809. To this day
The Village has an important and active Foster Parent program, and children
are adopted through The Village. The Village’s mission is “ to build a
community of strong, healthy families who protect and nurture children.”

This focus on community can be seen in many of the programs offered by The
Village. The Village partners with several Hartford schools to provide in school
services. Extended Day Treatment programs, which help children learn how to
cope, exist in Hartford, Meriden, Manchester, and Middletown. Outpatient
counseling is available for children, youth, adults, and families. During Covid
and continuing into the present, virtual counseling is available and “Lunch
Breaks” with The Village are held which cover many topics, including parenting
in these troubled times.

These are only some of the programs offered by The Village for Families and
Children. All of them have the capacity to impact and strengthen the
communities served by The Village.

The Village has expanded its physical presence and now has three campuses.
The main campus is next door to USH at 1680 Albany Avenue, Village South is
at the Old Trolley Barn Building, 331 Wethersfield Avenue in Hartford, and The
Village Spring Street is at 105 Spring Street in Hartford.

The need for mental services has grown exponentially in the past decade,
especially among children and young adults. The support provided by USH to
help The Village for Families and Children sustain communities in greater
Hartford is important. Thank you for all you do for our neighbors.

~Joanne Orlando
 

GHIAA House Meeting
Campaign 2024

(Greater Hartford Interfaith
Action Alliance)

You are invited!

House meetings are 60 – 90 minute listening sessions (similar to
Connection Circles) with a small group of people, facilitated by trained
leaders. Through House Meetings, we identify issues that are affecting
our community. We hear direct impact stories and identify leaders
motivated to create positive change. We build connections among leaders
and strengthen our relational network.

USH is hosting a House Meeting on Wednesday, March 20
from 6 – 7:30 p.m. along with two GHIAA congregations,
Urban Hope Refuge, led by Rev. AJ Johnson, and New Antioch
Baptist, led by Pastor Jeff Powell.

If you prefer another date or location, see the House Meeting schedule
below – all are welcome at any session.
Register for a session here
 
Wednesday, March 20, 6:00 – 7:30, at Unitarian Society of Hartford (co-
hosted with Urban Hope Refuge and New Antioch Missionary Baptist)
 
Sunday, April 7, 11:30 – 1:00, at the Hartford Friends Meeting in West
Hartford (co-hosted with P'nai Or)
 
Sunday, April 7, 1:00 – 2:30, at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in
Simsbury (co-hosted with FVJC-ES and First Church Simsbury)
 
Sunday, April 7, 4:00 – 5:30, on Zoom (co-hosted by P'nai Or and
Hartford Friends Meeting)
 
Saturday, April 13, 10:00 – 11:30, at Universalist Church of West
Hartford in West Hartford (co-hosted by Center Church and Faith
Congregational Church)
 
Sunday, April 14, 4:00 – 5:30, at First Church of Christ in West Hartford
(co-hosted with Congregation Beth Israel and Westminster Presbyterian
Church)
 
Monday, April 15, 6:30 – 8:00, at First Church of Christ in Glastonbury
(co-hosted with the Congregational Church in South Glastonbury)

 

Free Zoom Discussion Series:
‘The Sum of Us’ Podcasts –
Stories of Hope,
Collaboration & Stronger
Communities
 
Listen to Heather McGhee’s podcasts The
Sum of Us. Here’s the link to all of The
Sum of Us podcasts.

 
Then, join a facilitated Zoom discussion about each podcast. Though the
discussion series has started, you can join the Zoom sessions at any
point in the schedule. 
 
March 21 – Episode 5   Lewiston, Maine: A New Crop – How
immigrants strengthened one area’s local farms and strengthened the
overall economy nationwide. Link for Episode 5

Zoom Link for Sum of Us discussions
 

See where our goodness goes when we give to
The Horace Bushnell Food Pantry

 

RE and Chalice Clubhouse
 

Join the fun at USH —

Looking for a supportive, inclusive, non-judgmental
home for your family’s spiritual needs? Let USH be
yours! Visit and learn about Unitarian Universalism, our
congregation, and how USH can foster your family’s
religious or spiritual journeys.

Sign up for Sundays here online or in person at the welcome table.
Questions? Reach out to our Interim Religious Education Coordinator
Annie Witzler for more information.

 
Sunday School for all ages is happening this
morning from 10:30am to 11:30am in the
classrooms off Fellowship Hall, downstairs. We
will be hearing stories and doing crafts connected
to our UU principles and planning for our
upcoming Youth Service. All are welcome

Our Whole Lives (OWL)
for 9th and 10th graders (ages 14 to 16), in a joint
venture with the Universalist Church of West
Hartford, every Sunday from 12:15 –1:45 in
Servetus.
 
Please contact Annie Witzler
(re4ush@gmail.com) for details.

Click HERE for this week's RE Newsletter

Around Greater Hartford

Puerto Rican and Diasporican Art
University of St. Joseph Art Museum

 
The University of St. Joseph Art Museum in West Hartford is hostingan
exhibition, (R)Evolution: Identityand Power in Puerto Rican and
Diasporican Art, beginning March 22. March 22 to June 8.

The exhibition sheds light on Puerto Rico’s historic and contemporary
challenges as well as its ongoing
drive for independence, addressing issues such as suppression of native
language and culture, economic
colonialism and racial and ethnic stereotypes and hierarchies.
An opening reception, free to the public, will be held Friday March 22 from
5:00 to 7:30 p.m.
 
This exhibit runs through June 8. More about the exhibit and related events
here: (R)evolution: Identity and
Power in Puerto Rican and Diasporican Art (usj.edu)

USH Resources
Board Meeting

The next board meeting is Tuesday, April 9

6:30 p.m. Hybrid
Zoom Link HERE

2023 – 2024 USH Board of Directors
Dana Donovan: President
Nancy Kemmerer: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair
Tina Davies: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

The latest financial reports for FY 2023-2024 have been posted;
click HERE to view.

See the 2022/23 Annual Report HERE

The Board Meeting Minutes for January 2024 have been posted. 

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.

USH Staff:
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
ushminister@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 103

Annie Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator
re4ush@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
smoffettuu@gmail.com 

Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

Karolina Wojtysko, Office Administrator & Building Rentals
hartforduusociety@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is
noon Tuesday

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or organization,
please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200 words or less.
Note that all material is subject to editing prior to publication.

Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files. Thank
you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technology Manager: Karolina Wojtysko

Email Your Submission

Missed Last Week's Enews? Click HERE

Want to Donate Online?  Click Here

USH Calendar of Events
The calendar for March 2024 can be viewed
HERE.

Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for
all upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

To submit a Calendar Request (also for an online USH Zoom Room gathering)
click HERE.
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