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"Seeking, Sharing, Soaring"

Unitarian Society of Hartford
"Nourishing Spirit, Building Community, Working for Justice"

 50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105
Tel: (860) 233-9897 • Email: hartforduusociety@gmail.com

www.ushartford.org

Minister's Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

or by appointment.

Office Administrator Hours:
Sunday 9 a.m.– 1 p.m.

Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Virtual Hours: Monday – Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.

Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.
January 7, 2024

"A New Perspective"
R.E. – Faith Focus

Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
Sue Smolski, Worship Associate  

 Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries

Matters of the Heart
To have a Joy or Sorrow read from the pulpit

on Sunday morning, e-mail
Matters of the Heart

In person – use the Matters of Heart
basket for written cards on Sunday morning.

*Please send in your Matters of the Heart, indicating exactly what you
would like to have read from the pulpit.

Religious Education: 10:30 a.m.
Annie Witzler, Interim RE Coordinator 

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

Couldn't make it to USH, and missed the livestream?
Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo

Worship Calendar
Join us, in person or online. 

Upcoming Services:

January 14 – Rev. Bob/Judy Robbins, Worship
Associate 

January 21 – Laurie Kelliher, Pulpit Guest/Michael Michaud, Worship
Associate 

January 28 – "Lessons in Soaring", Reverend Aaron Payson, pulpit
guest/Carol Simpson, Worship Associate. 

 

Happy New Year!

2024 has been a fantastic year so far.
I have no idea if that’s true. I’m writing this back in 2023,
for publication on January 3rd, after we turn the page. So
in order to confirm the veracity of the opening statement,

we have to ask the following:
·       Did I get to see a blue sky, clouds, rain, or snow at least once?
·       Did I eat any food that filled my belly and my tongue enjoyed?
·       Did I get to spend some time – even just a few moments – even just on
the phone or virtually – with someone whose company I genuinely enjoy?
·       Did I get to engage my mind in a though, a page of a book, or even a
conversation?
·       Did I get to move my body a little bit, feel the life in these old bones?
·       Did I have a chance to breathe in AND breathe out?

If ALL of these conditions are true – then I can in fact confirm – 2024 is
shaping up to be a fantastic year.

Yours gratefully,
Rev. Bob

 

NEWCOMERS —
Are you UU-curious?

Join “First Connections”, an informal gathering
Under the Stairs on December 10, following our
Sunday service. Bring your coffee or tea for
conversation about Unitarian Universalism, the
Unitarian Society of Hartford, and most of all to

consider the wondering question…What brought you here today?

Whether it is your first time or you’ve been coming and curious for a while, join
us. Members and friends are always welcome and broaden the insights to our
very special faith.

Cookies and fruit and conversation…and you…join us Under the Stairs.

USH News
 

Winter's Here — and Snow's
Coming

USH aims to be open for Sunday worship and other
activities within our society, but winter weather
sometimes puts obstacles in the way. “Winter”
raises possibilities of snow closings — road
conditions and parking lot clearance are the
primary factors in play. 
Sunday morning closures will be decided by, or
closely after, 7 a.m. E-blasts, phone system messages, and WFSB-TV
closure notifications are primary means of spreading the news. There
will be a Zoom service at the link shown in that week’s E-News, so please
stay home and safe.

During the week, program leaders will determine whether their group
will meet, if the building otherwise remains open. 

 

Security Preparedness Meetings: Date Changes

Sunday, January 7, at 12:00 focused meeting to plan for Medical
Emergencies
Sunday, January 14 monthly security meeting (rescheduled so we can
attend  Article II teach-in)

Banner Year for B&G in '23
Our Building and Grounds sub-council is one of the most visibly active, and
productive, units at USH. Fortunately so — if you've owned a house, you know
the amount of constant attention and work needing to be done to keep the
structure habitable. 2023 saw an extraordinary level of activity, even for B&G...
large-scale projects (some planned, others of the "it's broken and needs to be
replaced" variety), along with numerous initiatives to enhance appearances by
painting, refurbishing, deep cleaning, and adding some decorative touches.
We've highlighted some of these as they were in process.

If you'd like to review the impressive progress these folks achieved, you can see
a year-end text-and-photos report compiled by David Newton, here.

 

Peter Upton – Celebration of Life
January 6, 2024 at USH 1 p.m.

Our friend, USH member Peter Nelson Upton,
79, left this life on November 21, 2023. He was
surrounded by family and the caring thoughts of
many who knew him. Over the past decade, our
ambulatory walls have been brightened by many
of Peter's vibrant, dynamic paintings; art was his

true gift, which he enjoyed sharing liberally. Peter will be deeply missed,
his warmth, kindness and generosity will be forever remembered by all
who were blessed to know and love him.

Link to Obituary

 

USH to Host Statewide Teach-In
on the Article II Revision January 21

 
You are invited to an inter-congregational Teach-In on the
Article II Revision at the Unitarian Society of Hartford on
January 21, 2024, noon-1:00.
 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend.
 

Join, after our Sunday service in our sanctuary, with other UUs
from across Connecticut. Or attend by Zoom via the unique link
below. This session will also be recorded for later viewing. Zoom
link:  https://zoom.us/j/98315249533
 
This one-hour presentation will look at where Unitarian
Universalism came from and where the Article II revision might
take us. The proposed changes pose a sweeping revision to the
purpose and mission of the UUA and, unlike most of what
happens in Boston, every congregant will feel the effects, so it is
important to be informed. The meeting is open to any Connecticut
UU. Presenters will be Judy Robbins from USH and Carol Lacoss
from the UU Society: East in Manchester, CT.
 
Article II of the UUA Bylaws details the purpose of the Association
and the covenant among its member congregations. It is where the
Sources and Principles are articulated. The proposed revision
changes the purpose of the UUA and converts the Principles into
Values. The Teach-In will help you understand the proposed
revision and provide a chance to share your ideas about it.
 

More information here: https://ushartford.org/event/teach-
article-ii-revision/

 

Meeting House Presents
Friday, January 19, 7 p.m.

Joe Crookston
$20 donation at the door

Email MeetingHousePresents@gmail.com for reservations – put
“Joe Crookston reservations” in the subject line.

Joe Crookston is a force of nature on
stage. He 's toured with Gordon Lightfoot,
headlined major US festivals, received
Folk Alliance International “Album of
the Year".

Read more about Joe and his music in USH
Gatherings and on his website: https://www.joecrookston.com/

Best fan quote: “I hate folk music, but I absolutely LOVE Joe
Crookston’s music!”

Help Us Feed The Birds

We have an abundance of beautiful backyard
birds local to the Hartford area here at the
Meeting House. Helps us keep them fed during
the winter months.

Donate a bag of birdseed at your convenience to
the office. When you do, be sure to stop and
watch the birds by the office window (they love to

put on a show!)
 

USH Gatherings
For information on our weekly and monthly gatherings,

click here.
 

Social Justice
*Please note Social Justice Group will NOT meet on January 16 due to

conflicts with GHIAA Scheduling.
 

January GNO: Operation Fuel

Operation Fuel is the country’s oldest
fuel fund, serving as a model across the
United States. Our primary purpose is to

provide year-round emergency energy assistance to every city and
town in Connecticut, aided by our statewide network of local fuel
banks. We are the primary source of energy and utility assistance for
low- to moderate-income households who are struggling financially
and have exhausted other options.

Operation Fuel fills the gap for our state’s most vulnerable residents –
children, senior citizens, working families, and people with chronic
medical conditions. We help people keep their homes warm and their
lights on, power cooking appliances and medical equipment, store
food and medications at safe refrigerated temperatures, and have
access to running water for drinking, bathing, and laundry.

Free Zoom Discussion Series:
‘The Sum of Us’ Podcasts –
Start your 2024 with Stories of
Hope, Collaboration &
Stronger Communities

If you’re tired of the ‘divide-and-conquer’
us/them framework of hate and fear being
pushed on social media, listen to the

hopeful collaborations happening around this country in Heather
McGhee’s podcasts The Sum of Us. In them, she notes that Americans
have been fed a “zero-sum story” that says progress for people of color
will take away what white Americans already have. Facilitated Zoom
discussions about each podcast will take place monthly from 7:00 – 8:30
p.m.. The first session is January 18. Here’s the link to all of The Sum of
Us podcasts:
https://open.spotify.com/show/19VMtc487rqmrb6GC8eRvd F
or some of the podcasts, we will have a local person join the Zoom to
describe local efforts related to the podcast topic. To register, email
ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

Zoom Link for Sum of Us Podcasts Here

If you plan to attend the January 18 Zoom, please listen to the podcasts
— described in USH Gatherings — on your own in preparation for our
Zoom discussion.

For more information, talk with Judy Sullivan or Gloria Mengual, during
coffee hour, read your USH Enews, or email them at
jasullivan57@gmail.com or gloriafmengual@gmail.com  

 

Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance
2024 Winter Core Team Training (virtual!)

What: Join GHIAA staff and leaders to explore the fundamentals of faith-
based organizing. We will practice the tools of relational culture (individual
meetings and house meetings), consider how we build and wield power, share
our process of identifying issues and developing campaigns, and build our
skills for action. We will also clarify the role of core teams, the essential leaders
in each of our institutions on whom GHIAA’s success depends. Both
experienced core team members and newer leaders are welcome. Please note:
before participating in Leadership Training, you must either attend a GHIAA
orientation session or schedule a 1:1 with a GHIAA organizer.

When:  Orientation: Monday, Jan 29, 7-8:30pm
       Training: Thursdays, Feb 15, 22, 29 and March 7  6:30 –8:30 p.m.

For more information and registration: https://cljct.org/ghiaa/trainings/
For questions, speak with Diana Heymann in person or via email.

 

The Horace Bushnell Food Pantry
Still Needs Contributions
 
It will be wonderful to see a full bin of healthy,
warming foods for our neighbors in the
Albany Ave./Vine St. neighborhood who
depend on The Horace Bushnell Children's
Food Pantry. When making your shopping
list, check "2" rather than "1" in your quantity
column setting the extra in a bag marked

"Food Pantry" to fill our bin every week! 

Thank you for every happy, filled tummy. 

 

Coat Drive Extended: All Winter

All sizes for men, women, and children are
needed...

Donate new or gently-used coats to support the
community of Horace Bushnell food pantry.
Please place donations in the bin located in the
lobby.

 

RE and Chalice Clubhouse
 

Join the fun at USH —

Looking for a supportive, inclusive, non-
judgmental home for your family’s spiritual
needs? Let USH be yours! Visit and learn
about Unitarian Universalism, our
congregation, and how USH can foster your
family’s religious or spiritual journeys.

Sign up for Sundays here online or in
person at the welcome table. Questions?

Reach out to our Interim Religious Education Coordinator Annie
Witzler for more information.

 

This Sunday is a Faith Focus Sunday for our children
and youth. All children, youth, and their families are
invited to sit on the left-hand side of the Sanctuary
facing the pulpit to listen and observe the service.
There will be puppet listening buddies available for
those in the pews, along with a Quiet Room off to the
side in the Ambulatory, a space available for children
and youth with fun activities. We hope to see you
there!

Click HERE for this week's RE Newsletter

USH Resources
Flu and Covid seasons are here; pharmacies, clinics, and local health
departments offer vaccines. Please protect yourself and those around you.

Masks are available at the Welcome Table for anyone who wants one. We have
both children's and adult sizes.

If you ever come to a USH event and test positive for Covid in the week
following, we ask you to please let the office, or Rev. Bob, know. These things
happen – as we know, many of us have had the virus once or twice – and we
just want to keep people informed and care for you, if needed. 

2023 – 2024 USH Board of Directors
Dana Donovan: President
Nancy Kemmerer: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Tina Davies: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Board Meeting
The next board meeting is Tuesday, January 9

6:30 p.m. Hybrid
Zoom Link HERE

The latest financial reports for FY 2023-2024 have been posted;
click HERE to view.

See the 2022/23 Annual Report HERE

The Board Meeting Minutes for October 2023 have been posted. 

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.

USH Staff:
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
ushminister@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 103

Annie Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator
re4ush@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
smoffettuu@gmail.com 

Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

Karolina Wojtysko, Office Administrator & Building Rentals
hartforduusociety@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is
noon Tuesday

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or organization,
please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200 words or less.
Note that all material is subject to editing prior to publication.

Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files. Thank
you for your cooperation.
Editor: Tina Davies
Production and Technology Manager: Karolina Wojtysko

Email Your Submission

Missed Last Week's Enews? Click HERE

Want to Donate Online?  Click Here

USH Calendar of Events
The calendar for January 2024 can be viewed
HERE.

Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for
all upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

To submit a Calendar Request (also for an online USH Zoom Room gathering)
click HERE.
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