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Unitarian Society of Hartford
"Nourishing Spirit, Building Community, Working for Justice"

 50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105
Tel: (860) 233-9897 • Email: hartforduusociety@gmail.com

www.ushartford.org

Minister's Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

or by appointment.

Office Administrator Hours:
Sunday 9 a.m.– 1 p.m.

Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Virtual Hours: Monday – Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.

Office holiday closure November 23

Seeking, Sharing, Soaring
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.

November 12, 2023

"We Give Thanks"

Reverend Bob Janis
Michael Michaud, Worship Associate 

Sam Moffett, Music Director

Matters of the Heart
To have a Joy or Sorrow read from the pulpit

on Sunday morning, e-mail
Matters of the Heart

In-person – use the MOH basket for written cards on
Sunday morning.

Religious Education in person 10:30 a.m.
Annie Witzler, Interim RE Coordinator 

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
Follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

Couldn't make it to USH, and missed the livestream?
Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo

 

Worship Calendar
Join us, in person or online. 

Upcoming Services:

November 26 – "Science, Healing, and
Justice For All", Nina Elgo, Pulpit Guest/ Carol Simpson, Worship
Associate 
 
December 3 – RE/Faith Focus; "My Muzurgu Eyes Are
Improving", Rev. Bob/ Rev. Liz James, UU Hysterical Society, pulpit
guest/ Peter Meny, Worship Associate
 
December 10 – “The Gift of Each Other” Rick Tsukada & Judy
Robbins/Worship Leaders
 
December 17 – “Music Sunday Featuring the Music of Steven
Sondheim”, Sam Moffett, Pulpit Guest/Margaret Leicach, Worship
Associate; Choir

 
Coming December 3:

Post-Worship Workshop

The Church of Our Imagination

"The times, they are a-changing!"
Traditional church structures face all kinds of
challenges. How do we think creatively about

different ways to do UUism? Drawing on the experience of Mirth and
Dignity — an organization that partners with successful UU innovators —
this workshop focuses on discussion, games, and stories about what’s
working and what we can learn from it.

Liz James is a member of the Saskatoon Unitarians, on the Canadian
prairie. She runs Mirth and Dignity, an organization dedicated to UU
humour, which can be found at UUHystericalSociety.com. Liz also
does guest preaching and can be reached through her website
at lizjameswrites.com.

Pre-registration is helpful, though not required, and there's a small
incentive for giving us a heads-up, too. If you think you might attend (no
commitment necessary) please register online here. This workshop's free
for all those who pre-registered, $5 for registering on the day, so please
register now if you think you're interested.

Sunday, December 3, 12:30 – 3 p.m.
* Please bring your own brown (or other colour) bag lunch*

Thoughts from Rev. Bob...

It’s been a profoundly moving week here at the Meeting
House. On Friday night, a few dozen of us watched “I Am
Not Your Negro”, a documentary on the history of racism in
this country, based on the work of writer and visionary

James Baldwin. Then on Sunday, we listened rapt to our own members’
reflections of their service during the Vietnam War – and their
peacemaking efforts since.

This week has me thinking, not for the first time, of how significant it is
to show up for each other. James Baldwin was remarking on seeing
Elizabeth Ann Eckford – one of the “Little Rock Nine” who integrated our
schools – yelled and jeered at by a white mob as she walked to school.
Baldwin said how it made him feel sad and angry – and ashamed.
Ashamed because, he said, “one of us should have been there with her.”

I’m gratified to see so many people show up for the movie, and for the
discussion, brilliantly and professionally led by our own Gloria Mengual.
I’m further gratified to see so many of us on Sunday, coming to hear the
wisdom of those who lived and served through the horrors of war (I was
with our Youth Group, but have since seen and was very moved by the
service).

Given the racism and war that is prevalent in our world today, it would be
easy to give in to despair. We ask, “what on earth can we do?” I am utterly
certain that Elizabeth Ann Eckford will not be the last person that may
need others – may need us – to show up. So keep showing up for each
other. It’s good practice. The time will no doubt come when you are asked
to show up for someone in need. I don’t know who, or when, or even who
will be doing the asking. But life is often a messy-but-simple matter of
presence, intention, and love. Let’s show the brave Elizabeth Ann
Eckfords of this world – and every one of us – that we are not alone.

Yours gratefully, 
Rev. Bob

 

Meeting House
Presents

USH News
Building and Grounds Update: Berm Lake

Noticing heavy rain can overwhelm the drain in front of the west (main)
entrance, with ensuing flooding inside the Meeting House, a series of efforts
were initiated to prevent water from flowing in the door, cascading down the
stairs, and moving on to the edge of the sanctuary as well as into Fellowship
Hall. Elsewhere, the water in past years was simultaneously flowing into the
external office door.   
 
What to do?
 
The channel through the lawn in front of the office has been deepened to better
remove water in that vicinity, and extending to the catch basin under the Kousa
Dogwood. The west drain has been restructured and is kept clean, and a berm
was created initially to retain water coursing down toward the drain from the
entire front lawn. It seems to have been working reasonably well!
 
During the heavy thundershowers of this summer, close observation showed
the west drain was able to function at capacity with all the water flowing from
adjacent blacktop areas. However, when a continuous chain of thunderstorms
flooded the entire lawn, water rose over the berm, the drain capacity was
exceeded and the ensuing flood raised the water level of the whirlpool above
the drain until water flooded into the west entrance, and beyond….
 
The Berm Lake water storage, therefore, prevents overwhelming the west drain
as long as the retained lake is not overflowing. We point out here, that there is
a one-inch pipe draining the lake, so the slow escape of the water in the
following day or two successfully returns the lawn to its normal status.
 
The series of photos above shows our recently completed efforts to increase the
volume of water retained by the now-higher berm. We believe this may well
“buy” us another twenty minutes during heavy cloudbursts, and thereby save
the 'wet vac emergency crew' a large amount of work vacuuming up water and
drying the carpets.
 
The largest 2023 summer series of extraordinary thunderstorms dumped five
inches of water at the Meeting House in perhaps two to three hours. Parts of
Trout Brook Road and Albany Avenue went under. We believe, that had the
berm been somewhat higher, the water retained in the berm lake could have
saved us the ensuing cleanup and drying of wet carpets. 
 
And note: no water entered the office! So that past improved drainage effort
was a success.
 
Will the improved berm and larger reservoir prevent future flooding?
 
Time will tell.
 
And, that is the rest of the story.  

~ David Newton, Chair, Building and Grounds

Denominational Concerns:
Final Version of Article 2 Now Available

The UUA’s Study Commission announced the final version of the Article 2
Revision late last week. Although amendments are still possible, it’s a high bar
to get an amendment passed. Fifteen congregations need to sign on to any
proposed amendment and the deadline is February 1. So I think we can safely
say that something very similar to this “final version” is what will go to GA for a
vote in 2024. Click here to read the final version. Final Proposed Revision
to Article II | UUA.org  In the document, you will find additional links to
letters from the Study Commission and from the UUA Board. 

Another Article 2 Information Session here at USH is in the works and will
likely occur after worship on the third Sunday in January. More to come on
that as plans firm up. 

Many of you know Bill Young, who was a member here at USH for a number of
years. His term just ended as secretary of the UUA Board. Bill recently sat for a
Question/Answer session about Article 2 at UUS:E in Manchester. That video
is not available but I took extensive notes and if you’d like to see them, email
me at judyrobb2@gmail.com and I’ll send you a Word copy. 

~ Judy Robbins

UU SpiritLife Conversations is a monthly
drop-in zoom to talk about spiritual topics. On
Saturday, November 19, 9 – 10:30 a.m., we will
be considering Marsha Sinetar’s article Who
Speaks? David Gonci will facilitate.

Click here https://uuspiritlife.org/uu-
spiritlife-conversations/ and you’ll find the

article to read and the zoom link. See you on the small screen then!

Yes, we give thanks on Thanksgiving, but here’s a chance to give Thanks Again.
Bring your holiday leftovers the Sunday after Thanksgiving to be shared after
the service pot-luck-style in Fellowship Hall. Maybe you’ll look in your fridge
and re-invent what’s there. Start from scratch if you must, or come empty-
handed if you choose. We will be surprised at what turns up while enjoying a
meal together.

~ Rick Tsukada, Chair, Council on Spiritual Life

Gatherings
For information on our weekly and monthly gatherings,

click here.
 

Social Justice
Click HERE for October's Meeting Minutes

 

November GNO: IRIS

Our Good Neighbor Offering for November will benefit
IRIS — Integrated Refugee & Immigrant Services.   

IRIS has been serving refugee populations in Connecticut
since 1982 when it organized to resettle refugees who had

fled the Vietnam conflict. It then supported refugees from Sudan, Yugoslavia,
Iraq, Nicaragua, and, more recently, Syria, Afghanistan, Ukraine, and
undocumented immigrants from around the globe.

IRIS operates out of offices in Hartford and New Haven. It has played a
leadership role, both in CT and nationally, in developing programs to guide and
train community volunteers through the process of resettling a refugee
family. Please give generously. throughout the month of November.

Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance Information

GHIAA Core Team Trainings (registration required)
Join GHIAA staff and leaders to learn the principles and skills of organizing:
relational culture, power analysis, issue campaigns, and more. This training
is open to incoming and continuing core team members, as well as clergy and
other leaders from your congregation. Please register by
visiting: https://cljct.org/ghiaa/trainings/

Winter Session (remote): Thursday evenings, February 15, 22, 29, and
March 7, 6:30-8:30 pm, via Zoom

For more information, speak with Diana Heymann in person or via email.
 

The Thanksgiving Food drive has
ended. Thank you so much for
your generosity.
 
The Horace Bushnell Food Pantry Still
Needs Your Help
 

Food is still needed. Remember to buy extra when you
grocery shop. Every bit of healthy food helps keep folks
nourished and warm.

 

 

RE and Chalice
Clubhouse

 

Join the fun at USH —

Looking for a supportive, inclusive, non-
judgmental home for your family’s
spiritual needs? Let USH be yours! Visit
and learn about Unitarian Universalism,
our congregation, and how USH can
foster your family’s religious or spiritual
journeys.

Sign up for Sundays here online or in person at the welcome table.
Questions? Reach out to our Interim Religious Education Coordinator
Annie Witzler for more information.

 

Community Soup Sunday is when
Religious Education gives back to our
congregation. Our dedicated Youth
Group makes their much appreciated
soup while Chalice Clubhouse
members will ready the space for a
warm, autumn get-together.

Click HERE for this week's RE Newsletter

Closing Gnotes
By now, you likely have seen how the
ground in front of the handicapped
parking area has been formed into a
hump (that's what we gnomes call it),
or berm (which is human-speak for
this feature). We don't always use the
same words when we talk about
identical things, you know.

Anyway, on a recent drizzly Friday this
hump, er, berm was pushed into its place by a crew of big men
with large earth-moving machinery. They worked steadily and
knew what they were doing — we gnomes are quite familiar
with matters involving gardening, landscaping, and generally
moving dirt around, you know. That's me, supervising the
project. Gnomes are not deterred by a little drizzle.

You can read Mr. Newton's account of the reasons for making this
hump (sorry, berm — I keep saying that win gnomespeak, not
peoplespeak) He tells you things about the reasons for doing this work,
its history, and the results so far. Go take a look, and take a look at the
berm next time you're at the Meeting House.

Your friend, The Meeting House Gnome

USH Resources
Flu and Covid seasons are upon us; pharmacies, clinics, and local health
departments offer vaccines. Please protect yourself and those around you.

Masks are available at the Welcome Table for anyone who wants one. We have
both children's and adult sizes.

If you ever come to a USH event and test positive for Covid in the week
following, we ask you to please let the office, or Rev. Bob, know. These things
happen – as we know, many of us have had the virus once or twice – and we
just want to keep people informed and care for you, if needed. 

2023 – 2024 USH Board of Directors
Dana Donovan: President
Nancy Kemmerer: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair
Tina Davies: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Board Meeting
The next board meeting is Tuesday, December 12

6:30 p.m. Hybrid
Zoom Link HERE

The latest financial reports for FY 2023-2024 have been posted;
click HERE to view.

See the 2022/23 Annual Report HERE

The Board Meeting Minutes for September 2023 have been posted. 

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.

USH Staff:
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
ushminister@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 103

Annie Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator
re4ush@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
smoffettuu@gmail.com 

Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

Karolina Wojtysko, Office Administrator & Building Rentals
hartforduusociety@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is
Tuesday at Noon.

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other

arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or organization,
please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200 words or less.

Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your submission!

Email Your Submission

Missed Last Week's Enews? Click HERE

Want to Donate Online?  Click Here

USH Calendar of Events
The calendar for November 2023 can be viewed
HERE.

Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for
all upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

To submit a Calendar Request (also for an online USH Zoom Room gathering)
click HERE.
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