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 50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105
Tel: (860) 233-9897 • Email: hartforduusociety@gmail.com

www.ushartford.org

Office Administrator's Hours:
Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday & Tuesday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Karolina will be away on vacation from June 16 - June 24.
Tina Davies will be away on vacation from June 14 - June 23.

E-news submissions received after June 14 will appear in the
June 28 E-newsletter.

 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 a.m.

June 11, 2023

"A New Generation of Principles"
USH Youth, Annie Witzler, Bryant Moore, Pulpit Guests

Michael Michaud, Worship Associate Consultant 
Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries

View this Sunday's Order of Service

Matters of the Heart
Electronically by 9 a.m. Sunday: Matters of the Heart Email

In person – use the MOH basket for written cards on Sunday
morning

Religious Education in person 10:30 a.m.
Annie Witzler, Interim RE Coordinator 

Picnic and Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall,
immediately following the service

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow!

The service is also streamed on Facebook —
Follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

Couldn't make it to USH, and missed the livestream?
Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo

 

USH Youth Group– Pulpit Guests

An extraordinary group of young people who are
living proof that the future is in good hands.

 

Annie Witzler – Interim Coordinator of
Religious Education

Long-time member finds meaning in the process of
creating worship services and helping others to participate
in this spiritual practice.

 

Bryant Moore – Pulpit Guest, USH Youth
Leader

Bryant Moore is a therapist-in-training and recently
concluded his practicum at the University of Hartford’s
counseling center. He became a UU in 2017 and has since
attended churches in his home state Alabama, New
Hampshire, and now Connecticut. He has a passion for

serving and advocating for the youth, both in RE and his work as a
psychologist.

 

Michael Michaud – Worship Associate
Consultant

Michael has been a Unitarian Universalist since
2001.  He practices yogic and Buddhist spiritualties and
is a yoga teacher.  Michael has a deep appreciation for
mindfulness, meditation, sacred chanting and Earth-
centered spirituality. 

 

John Bengtson – USH Youth Soup
Organizer

John has been a member of USH since 2005, & has
worked with our amazing youth group in various
capacities since 2006, when his 2 daughters Melissa &
Ariana began attending youth group activities. He is a
self-employed carpenter working in Connecticut since
1993, & especially enjoys being a liaison between USH
& various soup kitchens in Hartford, including Church

Street Eats & South Park Inn. He was also the church sexton from 2009-
2018. Pictured with his youngest daughter Ariana.

 

Worship Calendar
Upcoming Services:
Join us, in person or online. 
 
June 18 – “Jumping On It”, Rev. Stephen
Kendrick, Pulpit Guest/Judy Robbins, Worship
Associate
 
June 25 – General Assembly Sunday
Service" Livestreamed from the General Assembly in Pittsburgh from
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Rev Manish Mishra-
Marzetti, Senior Minister of the First UU Church of Ann Arbor, MI will lead
the service. Hosted by Dana Donovan.
 

Summer Services
Pulpit Guest and Worship Associate teams for the summer:

July 2 – Title Pending, Margaret Leicach, Sue Smolski, Worship Leaders
 
July 9 – "Great To Be Here", Rev. Bob Janis, Judy Robbins, Worship
Associate

July 16 – Artists Way/Rick Tsukada 
July 23 – Rev. Bob Janis/Margaret Leicach 
July 30 – Beth Hudson Hankin (UUS:E)/Carol Simpson 
August 6 – Margaret Leicach & Michael Michaud 
August 13 – LU Giammatteo/Sue Smolski 
August 20 – Rev. Bob Janis/Laurie Kelliher 
August 27 – Vivian Carlson (UUS:E)/Judy Robbins 
September 3 – Annie Witzler/Sue Smolski 

Sue Smolski 
Worship Associate Coordinator 

USH News

PICNIC TIME!
We're celebrating, a bit early, the summer solstice and the end of
our program year — join us! Here's what you need to know:

When — June 11, 11:45 – 1:30
Where — Fellowship Hall and USH grounds
What — Pot Luck... bring something to share (dessert, salad, munchies,
hors d'oeuvres, etc.)
We Will Provide — Sandwich tray, lemonade, watermelon, and coffee (of
course!)

Please label your dish so it comes back to you, and list the ingredients on an
index card or Post-It note (particularly important for items containing gluten,
nuts, or onions). And, if you're around at the end, help with clean-up and put-
away is always appreciated.

Questions? Input? Random thoughts? Contact Tina Davies or Annie
Witzler, with 'picnic' in the subject line.

Become a Member of the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

Our new member ceremony is June 18. If you have been considering membership
at the Meeting House, and would like to be included in this group, please contact

Karolina Wojtysko in the office, or Laurie Kelliher, as soon as possible.

USH Paving Project
Completed!

The parking lot paving project has been
completed and is now open for parking. Many
thanks to David Newton, Kevin Girouard, and
the Building and Grounds sub-council for
taking on this project and ensuring it's been
completed to our exacting specifications!

Did UU Know?

Bernard A. Lafferty, his wife Karen
A. Lafferty, and their two daughters
passed away February 17, 1984
when their single engine plane
crashed on the medium strip off I-
64, eight miles west of their
destination in Charlottesville,
VA. The Laffertys were members of
the Unitarian Society of Hartford. In
honor of their memory, a beautiful
dogwood tree was planted outside
the minister’s office window. Today,
the tree is in full bloom, boasting
beautiful white and pink flowers. 

Link for Hartford Courant news
article, Published February 18, 1984

Introducing our newest
member, Joey!

Joey is Briana Bittel's emotional support
dog, a rescue from the Fetching Hearts
Rescue Corporation. Joey loves to give
kisses, chase the cats around the house, and
play ball outside. When you stop by during
the week, be sure to say hi!

General Assembly: 2023
"Faithfully Becoming"

"The General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association is the annual
gathering of UUs where we conduct the business of the Association, explore the
theological underpinnings of our faith, and lean into our mission and principles."
 
Participate either online or in person. To register, access uua.org, click on
"menu", and select "General Assembly" for the details.

When you register you may now choose to pay with a payment plan option to
spread out your payments over several months. Registration can be paid in
installments, with as little as $50 down." Click here for more information.

~ Contributed by Sue Smolski

Many of us remember Valerie Klokow
as a friend and a member of USH.
Valerie and her son Xavier came here
for close to a decade before she passed
away from cancer in July 2021. During
her final months, her resources were
sorely taxed, leaving nothing for
cremation expenses. Her ashes remain
with the crematorium.

Two of Valerie's friends have established a GoFundMe account, seeking help
to redeem her ashes so they may be returned to Xavier. Most of the money
has been raised; only a few hundred dollars is still needed. Any of Valerie's
Meeting House friends wishing to contribute may do so HERE. It would
mean a great deal to Xavier to have his mom's ashes returned. 

ARTIST’S WAY GROUP ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

 The Artist’s Way group is open to new members for the 2023/24 program year.
We are finishing up for the year, having met every other Monday from 6:30 to 8
pm on Zoom, using Rick Rubin’s book The Creative Act: A Way of Being to spark
discussion. Group trips to creativity-related places including museums, beaches,
supply sites and such are scheduled on a frequent basis. Usually, we start in mid-
October and go through May with special events happening during this time as
well as during late Spring and Summer.
          
 The group started with the reading of The Artist’s Way by Julia Cameron, and
some members continue her recommended practices of Morning Pages and
Artist’s Dates. Like Cameron, our members believe everyone has the potential to
be creative. We believe our most important act of creativity is designing our own
lives.
            
You do not need to be a member of the Unitarian Society of Hartford to
join. However, members of the group are asked to make a commitment to
attending, as we do with our Connection Circles, missing meetings only when
illness, travel and significant conflicts occur.

To join the group, please contact Diana Heymann or Marye Gail Harrison

 

This Sunday is the LAST DAY! Stop by Servetus. Various surplus items from the
Meeting House are free for the taking. Everything must go.

 
All items left over will be donated to various groups/organizations.

Social Justice
June Good Neighbor Offering

Church Street Eats is a cooperative
ministry operating out of Hartford's
historic Christ Church Cathedral,
providing meals and clothing to people
in and around the city. The number of
people who depend on Church Street
Eats continues to increase.
 
Each month since September, our Youth
Group has continued its well-
established tradition of making soup,

donated to serve those in need. In March, they visited Church Street Eats
and volunteered in serving dozens of individuals. Inspired by this
experience, The Youth Group chose to partner with them for this month’s
Good Neighbor Offering. 

For more information visit https://www.cccathedral.org/gods-
mission/church-street-eats

SATURDAY, JUNE 24
West Hartford Pride – A Day to Celebrate

Diversity and Unity!
West Hartford Town Hall

50 South Main Street
 

11am: Rally on Town Hall Auditorium Steps
12pm: Stage opens and festival begins!

6pm: Festival ends
 

Friends, Families and Allies
Join us to celebrate and support our LGBTQ+ neighbors

 
Volunteers needed!

Can you spend 1 or 2 hours at the USH/WH Universalist Church
booth?

Contact Judy: jasullivan57@gmail.com

Social Justice Council
Interested in justice work? Come meet with us to learn the latest about ongoing
activities and discover new initiatives. Our next ZOOM meeting is June 20th, at
7 p.m. Everyone's invited. Contact Judy Sullivan for information.

Click the button below to Join!
Meeting ID: 819 3540 3837
Passcode: 026862

ZOOM Link Social Justice Meeting Click Here

Food Pantry News
Dear Members and Friends,

Thank you is never enough for the food you've
donated over the past few months.

Lots of programs slow down or stop over the
summer but hunger and food insecurity never take
a vacation.

Please continue to fill our bins in the Lobby with food for our neighbors in need.
They are incredibly grateful for all you do.
-Diana Heymann

RE and Chalice
Clubhouse

 
Looking for a supportive, inclusive, non-
judgemental home for your family’s spiritual
needs? Let USH be yours! Visit and learn about
Unitarian Universalism, our congregation, and
how USH can foster your family’s religious or
spiritual journeys.

Sign up for Sundays here online or in person at
the welcome table. Questions? Reach out to our
Interim Religious Education Coordinator Annie
Witzler for more information.

Click HERE for this week's RE Newsletter

Monthly Gatherings
*Please note that Artists Way, Gentle Yoga, Lunch Bunch, Pizza and

Movie Night, and the USH Book Club will not meet July/August. These
groups will resume meeting in September or October. 

The Lunch Bunch – Our next gathering is Tuesday, June 20, at NOON in
Fellowship Hall. Please brown-bag your own lunch and beverage. Whatever
direction the conversation takes, it should be interesting. Please contact Janice
Newton to sign up so we can arrange enough places at the table.

Disability Support Group — This group meets online on the first Saturday of
each month at 10:30 a.m. The zoom link is sent a few days prior to the meeting. In
this group, participants discuss the challenges of physical disability (chronic
illness, chronic pain, impaired senses, impaired mobility) and emotional pain
(loss, mental illness), and the stresses of caretaking a loved one. What is said in
the group stays in the group. Email Gloria Bent for more information or
call 860-904-7768.

Pizza and Movie Night — Friday, June 9
For June the movie selection is Blade Runner — originally released in 1982,
portraying a then-future dystopia in which capacities of android 'replicants' were
becoming almost indistinguishable from those of humans. Email Janice
Newton by Thursday noon to register. $15 covers pizza, salad, dessert, and non-
alcoholic beverages. Feel free to bring your own beer or wine, if that's your
preference.

We begin gathering at 5 for libations and conversation. The pizza arrives at 5:30;
we aim for a 6:15 'showtime'. 

Second Saturday Sing-Along – July 8
Join us at the next MeetingHouse Sing-Along! Fred Louis and Ed Savage invite CT
Singing families, singers, songwriters and audience members to join in song on
the second Saturday of each month from 2 to 5 p.m. Song-sheets and some loaner
copies of Rise Up Singing or “Rise Again” are available. Bring your own 'Rise Up
Singing' if you have one; we have used it a lot in other months.

We'll put some chairs in a circle and take turns singing or playing, with those who
know the tune or words joining in as they wish. Come early or come late, whatever
fits your family schedule. Some of us bring snacks, but that is not required ( or
organized). If the weather is good, we meet outside around to the right of the
building, in the Memorial Garden.

Singing starts at 2 p.m. but drop in any time. If you feel unwell, we ask that you
postpone your visit.
Contact: Fred Louis or Ed Savage.

USH Book Group
Our UU Book Group meets from 2:30 – 4 p.m. on the 2nd
Thursday of each month, September through June, either on Zoom
or occasionally as a hybrid meeting. If you would like to participate in
a discussion of the book and related issues, please contact Ginny Allen
at fiddlenurse1@gmail.com. An email with the Zoom link will be
sent a day or two before the meeting. 

Our selection for June 8 is The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa
Wingate.

The books selected for September and onward will be posted during
the summer.

Events Around CT
Sailing for a Nuclear Free
World and a Peaceful,
Sustainable Future
Historic Sailboat Project Supports
UN Treaty to Ban Nuclear
Weapons

In 1958 four Quaker peace activists
sailed the Golden Rule toward the
Marshall Islands in an attempt to halt nuclear weapons testing. The US Coast
Guard boarded her in Honolulu and arrested her crew, causing an international
outcry. The arrest of the crew and the raising awareness of the dangers of
radiation led to worldwide demands to stop nuclear testing.

This spurred the U.S., the U.S.S.R., and the U.K. to sign the Limited Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty of 1963. In 2010, the Golden Rule was rebuilt in Humboldt Bay,
Northern California, and is now, “Sailing for a Nuclear Free World and a Peaceful,
Sustainable Future.”
 

Central Connecticut Schedule

Wednesday, June 7
• Wednesday, 11:30 am – 12:30 pm: Silent Vigil for a nuclear weapons free world,
peace and non-violence, Old State House plaza, Hartford.
• Best viewing of Golden Rule; preparing for departure with sails unfurled, 1:00-
3:00 pm. Visible from area around Charter Oak Landing, Hartford.
• Golden Rule will arrive Harbor Park, Middletown at approximately 5 pm
Thursday, June 8
• Thursday, 9:00 to 10:00 am: Harbor Park, Middletown; meet over breakfast
with the crew.

For More Information:
www.hopeoutloud.org
Facebook: GoldenRulePeaceBoat
www.vfpgoldenrule.org

USH Resources
2022 – 2023 USH Board of Directors
Eve Pech: President
Dana Donovan: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Sarah Harmon McKenzie: Secretary
Peter Meny: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair
Tina Davies: Community Within Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

June Board Meeting
Wednesday, June 28: 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. In person, Library

ZOOM Link for Board Meeting

The latest financial reports for FY 2022-2023 have been posted,
click HERE to view.

The 2022/23 Annual Report is available HERE

The Board Meeting Minutes for March 2023 have been posted. Click HERE to
view the USH Directory, Reports, meeting minutes, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.

USH Staff:
Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries
smoffettuu@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 108

Annie Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator
re4ush@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 102

Karolina Wojtysko, Office Administrator & Building Rentals
hartforduusociety@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

The deadline for USH Enews submissions is
Tuesday at Noon.

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the dates
that your submission should be featured. Announcements about upcoming

events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum unless other arrangements
have been made with the editorial team.

Articles should be sent as email file attachments, and images need to be sent
separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your submission!

Email Your Submission

Missed Last Week's Enews? Click HERE

USH Calendar of Events
The calendar for June 2023 can be viewed HERE.

Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all
upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

To submit a Calendar Request (also for an online USH Zoom Room gathering)
click HERE.
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