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Unitarian Society of Hartford
"Nourishing Spirit, Building Community, and Working for Justice"

 50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105
Tel: (860) 233-9897 • Email: hartforduusociety@gmail.com

www.ushartford.org

Office Administrator's Hours:
Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday & Tuesday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

*The Office will be closed Thursday, June 1

Come, Come, Whoever you are. 
Come celebrate beauty, human uniqueness, diversity, and community. 

Come bring a flower and participate in our Annual Flower Communion, a
cherished Unitarian ritual for one hundred years.

 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 a.m.

June 4, 2023

"Celebrating Pride Month, Norbert Capek, and
the 100th Anniversary of the Flower Communion"

Ron Friedman, Pulpit Guest
Sue Smolski, Worship Associate  

Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries 
USH Choir

View this Sunday's Order of Service

Matters of the Heart
Electronically by 9 a.m. Sunday: Matters of the Heart Email

In person – use the MOH basket for written cards on Sunday
morning

Religious Education in person 10:30 a.m.
Annie Witzler, Interim RE Coordinator 

Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall and on Zoom,
immediately following the service

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow!

The service is also streamed on Facebook —
Follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

Couldn't make it to USH, and missed the livestream?
Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo

 

Ron Friedman– Pulpit Guest

Ron Friedman has been a member of USH since 1998
and has served on various councils and committees

 

Sue Smolski– Worship Associate

Long-time member finds meaning in the process of
creating worship services and helping others to
participate in this spiritual practice.

 

Worship Calendar
Upcoming Services:
Join us, in person or online. 
 
June 11 –Youth Sunday: "A New
Generation of Principles" USH Youth,
Teachers, Annie Witzler, Interim Religious
Education Coordinator, Bryant Moore, Pulpit
Guests/Michael Michaud, Worship Associate
Consultant
 
June 18 – “Jumping On It”, Rev. Stephen Kendrick, Pulpit Guest/Judy
Robbins, Worship Associate
 
June 25 – "General Assembly Sunday Service" Livestreamed from
the General Assembly in Pittsburg from 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall, Rev. Manish Mishra-Marzetti, Senior Minister of the
First UU Church of Ann Arbor, MI will lead the service. Hosted by Dana
Donovan

Summer Services
Worship Pulpit Guest and Worship Associate teams for the summer:

July 2 – John Bengtson/Sue Smolski 
July 9 – Rev. Bob Janis/Judy Robbins 
July 16 – Artists Way/Rick Tsukada 
July 23 – Rev. Bob Janis/Margaret Leicach 
July 30 – Beth Hudson Hankin (UUS:E)/Carol Simpson 
August 6 – Margaret Leicach & Michael Michaud 
August 13 – LU Giammatteo/Sue Smolski 
August 20 – Rev. Bob Janis/Laurie Kelliher 
August 27 – Vivian Carlson (UUS:E)/Judy Robbins 
September 3 – Annie Witzler/Sue Smolski 

Sue Smolski 
Worship Associate Coordinator 

USH News

PICNIC TIME! (almost...)

We're celebrating, a bit early, the summer solstice and the end of
our program year — join us! Here's what you need to know:

When — June 11, 11:45 – 1:30
Where — Fellowship Hall and USH grounds
What — Pot Luck... bring something to share (salads, desserts, munchies,
hors d'oeuvres, etc.)
Help Us Plan — Sign up at the Caring Network table, with the number in
your group and (if you know) what you might be bringing.
We Will Provide — Sandwich tray, lemonade, watermelon, and coffee (of
course!)

Please label your dish so it comes back to you, and list the ingredients on an
index card or Post-It note (particularly important for items containing gluten,
nuts, or onions). And, if you're around at the end, help with clean-up and put-
away is always appreciated.

Questions? Input? Random thoughts? Contact Tina Davies or Annie
Witzler, with 'picnic' in the subject line.

Annual Meeting Action Summary
The Annual Meeting was summarized in last week's E-news; you can review
what transpired by visiting the Newsletter Archives HERE.

Newcomers... are you UU
curious? 

Join an informal gathering Under the
Stairs this Sunday, June 4 following our
Sunday service. Bring your coffee or tea for a
conversation about Unitarian Universalism,

the Unitarian Society of Hartford, and most of all to consider the wondering
question…What brought you here today?

Whether it is your first time or you’ve been coming and curious for a while, join
us. Members and friends are always welcome and broaden the insights to our very
special faith.

Cookies and fruit and conversation…and you…join us Under the Stairs.

Become a Member of the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

“You hardly knew how hungry you were to be gathered in,
 to receive the welcome that invited you to enter entirely…

You began to breathe again…You learned to sing”.
~ Jan Richardson

Spring… a time of renewal, of blossoming, of rebirth in the fullest sense of being
alive. It is a season when USH enjoys welcoming new members into the embrace
of our UU community. If you have been considering membership at the Meeting
House please contact Karolina Wojtysko in the office, Laurie Kelliher, or

visit the Welcome Table in the lobby.

Remembering Bill LaPorte-Bryan

Long-time member Bill LaPorte-Bryan passed away on
May 15. There will be a memorial service and reception
on September 16, 1:00 p.m.

For Obituary, Click HERE

USH Paving
Project *UPDATE*
As you've most likely observed, the part
of the project involving removing old
pavement and partially preparing
underlayment for the new surface has
occurred.

Early Tuesday, the contours and
requirement for careful grading were
confirmed. This is critical, as the grade determines water handling (i.e. where
rainwater flows) when the new pavement is installed. At length, David Newton
met with Mr. Maglieri himself for final discussion, reiterating requirements at our
end. These had previously been reviewed, reduced to writing on the contract, and
followed up by phone more than once. It is reasonable to say our needs for both
paving, use of improved catch basins, and water handling in the Meeting House
“pit” have been adequately addressed.

Grading was finished on Tuesday.

Paving will occur this Thursday, 6/1, and continue into Friday if necessary. The
contractor wants traffic off of the new pavement's 'finish' layer (there are two
layers) for three days after it is poured and rolled.

Our contractor's been requested to pave the South drive (closest to Albany Ave.)
and front of the entrance area (up to the North drive junction) first, before moving
on to the North drive.

On Sunday, then, the South drive and front of the entrance will be ready for
traffic, and will constitute the route to the North (main) parking lot. 

The North drive is considered to be out of action until Monday.

Meanwhile, there will be requisite equipment working on Thursday and perhaps
Friday. Karolina and Kevin have communicated with the Knox Gardeners to the
extent possible. 

The rest of us are advised to stay out of the construction area. As always, thank
you for your cooperation.

~ David Newton, Chair, Building and Grounds

*Sunday: Enter through the North Entrance. Final stages of
the paving project start Thursday, June 1, finishing on
Friday, June 2. Kindly avoid the area Thursday and Friday,
and do NOT park on the new pavement on Sunday.
Handicap Parking will be blocked off.

General Assembly: 2023
"Faithfully Becoming"

"The General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association is the annual
gathering of UUs where we conduct the business of the Association, explore the
theological underpinnings of our faith, and lean into our mission and principles."
 
Participate either online or in person. To register, access uua.org, click on
"menu", and select "General Assembly" for the details.

When you register you may now choose to pay with a payment plan option to
spread out your payments over several months. Registration can be paid in
installments, with as little as $50 down." Click here for more information.

~ Contributed by Sue Smolski

ARTIST’S WAY GROUP ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

 The Artist’s Way group is open to new members at this time.
Currently the Artist’s Way group is meeting every other Monday from 6:30 to 8
pm on Zoom, using Rick Rubin’s book The Creative Act: A Way of Being to spark
discussion. Group trips to creativity-related places including museums, beaches,
supply sites and such are scheduled on a frequent basis. Usually, we start in mid-
October and go through May with special events happening during this time as
well as during late Spring and Summer.
          
 The group started with the reading of The Artist’s Way by Julia Cameron, and
some members continue her recommended practices of Morning Pages and
Artist’s Dates. Like Cameron, our members believe everyone has the potential to
be creative. We believe our most important act of creativity is designing our own
lives.
            
You do not need to be a member of the Unitarian Society of Hartford to
join. However, members of the group are asked to make a commitment to
attending, as we do with our Connection Circles, missing meetings only when
illness, travel and significant conflicts occur.

To join the group, please contact Diana Heymann or Marye Gail Harrison

Potluck Dinner
Fundraising potluck dinner to support the
Veterans for Peace Golden Rule Project on
June 6 in Fellowship Hall from 6 – 8 p.m.
Local singer/songwriter and physician Hugh
Blumenfeld will be performing followed by a
question & answer with the Golden Rule
crew. Any contributions and help will be
greatly appreciated.
Please contact Fred Louis.

 

Stop by Servetus. Various Surplus items from the Meeting House are free for the
taking. Everything must go.

 
All items left over will be donated to various groups/organizations.

Social Justice
June Good Neighbor Offering

Church Street Eats is a cooperative
ministry operating out of Hartford's
historic Christ Church Cathedral,
providing meals and clothing to people
in and around the city. The number of
people who depend on Church Street
Eats continues to increase.
 
Each month since September, our Youth
Group has continued its well-
established tradition of making soup

donated to serve those in need. In March, they visited Church Street Eats
and volunteered in serving dozens of individuals. Inspired by this
experience, The Youth Group chose to partner with them for this month’s
Good Neighbor Offering. 

For more information visit https://www.cccathedral.org/gods-
mission/church-street-eats

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY, JUNE 24

West Hartford Pride – A Day to Celebrate
Diversity and Unity!

USH will again share a booth with West Hartford Universalist Church at
the West Hartford Pride Festival. Watch for volunteer sign-up and/or

email Judy.

Champions for Children:
The Village for Families and
Children

On May 17, I represented the Unitarian
Society of Hartford at Champions for Children — The Village for Families
and Children Annual Meeting, along with over 200 other friends of The
Village. We heard from Galo Rodriguez, CEO of The Village, who reported
that thousands had received services from The Village in the last year. The
Village has a new short term Trauma Facility, which is designated for
children and youth suffering from severe trauma . After they are stabilized
these children are either returned home or sent to a psychiatric hospital
when a bed becomes available.

We heard from a man and woman who were fostering-to-adopt two young
siblings about the joys and difficulties of being foster parents. They could
not have been foster parents without the continuing support offered by The
Village. There is an enormous need for foster parents in our state.

A self-possessed tween-ager spoke about attending a basketball clinic
through the Extended Day Treatment program, an after-school program for
children who need additional support. The clinic was sponsored by the
Connecticut Sun WNBA basketball team. His mentor, former, WNBA player
Morgan Tuck was by his side. He described the experience of being in the
clinic as feeling part of a group and helping him to develop skills in
teamwork, cooperation and communication. As I was leaving, he proudly
showed me his basketball, autographed by the whole Sun team.

~ Submitted by Joanne Orlando

Social Justice Council
Interested in justice work? Come meet with us to learn the latest about ongoing
activities and discover new initiatives. Our next ZOOM meeting is June 20th, at
7 p.m. Everyone's invited. Contact Judy Sullivan for information.

Click the button below to Join!
Meeting ID: 819 3540 3837
Passcode: 026862

ZOOM Link Social Justice Meeting Click Here

Food Pantry News
Dear Members and Friends,

Thank you is never enough for the food you've
donated over the past few months.

Lots of programs slow down or stop over the
summer but hunger and food insecurity never take
a vacation.

Please continue to fill our bins in the Lobby with food for our neighbors in need.
They are incredibly grateful for all you do.
-Diana Heymann

RE and Chalice
Clubhouse

Looking for a supportive, inclusive, non-
judgemental home for your family’s spiritual
needs? Let USH be yours! Visit and learn about
Unitarian Universalism, our congregation, and
how USH can foster your family’s religious or
spiritual journeys.

Sign up for Sundays here online or in person at
the welcome table. Questions? Reach out to our
Interim Religious Education Coordinator Annie
Witzler for more information.

Click HERE for this week's RE Newsletter

Monthly Gatherings

Click the photo above for detailed information

USH Book Group
Our UU Book Group meets from 2:30 – 4 p.m. on the 2nd
Thursday of each month, September through June, either on Zoom
or occasionally as a hybrid meeting. If you would like to participate in
a discussion of the book and related issues, please contact Ginny Allen
at fiddlenurse1@gmail.com. An email with the Zoom link will be
sent a day or two before the meeting. 

Our selection for June 8 is The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa
Wingate.

The books selected for September and onward will be posted during
the summer.

Events Around CT
Sailing for a Nuclear Free
World and a Peaceful,
Sustainable Future
Historic Sailboat Project Supports
UN Treaty to Ban Nuclear
Weapons

In 1958 four Quaker peace activists
sailed the Golden Rule toward the
Marshall Islands in an attempt to halt nuclear weapons testing. The US Coast
Guard boarded her in Honolulu and arrested her crew, causing an international
outcry. The arrest of the crew and the raising awareness of the dangers of
radiation led to worldwide demands to stop nuclear testing.

This spurred the U.S., the U.S.S.R., and the U.K. to sign the Limited Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty of 1963. In 2010, the Golden Rule was rebuilt in Humboldt Bay,
Northern California, and is now, “Sailing for a Nuclear Free World and a Peaceful,
Sustainable Future.”
 

Central Connecticut Schedule
 

Tuesday, June 6, 2023
• Tuesday, 3 pm: Press Conference in front of Hartford City Hall.
• Tuesday, 6 pm: Potluck Dinner, Unitarian Society of Hartford, 50 Bloomfield
Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105. Enjoy musician Hugh Blumenfeld followed by film
“Making Waves,” and presentation by Golden Rule crew.

Wednesday, June 7
• Wednesday, 11:30 am – 12:30 pm: Silent Vigil for a nuclear weapons free world,
peace and non-violence, Old State House plaza, Hartford.
• Best viewing of Golden Rule; preparing for departure with sails unfurled, 1:00-
3:00 pm. Visible from area around Charter Oak Landing, Hartford.
• Golden Rule will arrive Harbor Park, Middletown at approximately 5 pm
Thursday, June 8
• Thursday, 9:00 to 10:00 am: Harbor Park, Middletown; meet over breakfast
with the crew.

For More Information:
www.hopeoutloud.org
Facebook: GoldenRulePeaceBoat
www.vfpgoldenrule.org

USH Resources
2022 – 2023 USH Board of Directors
Eve Pech: President
Dana Donovan: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Sarah Harmon McKenzie: Secretary
Peter Meny: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair
Tina Davies: Community Within Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

June Board Meeting
Date: TBA; 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. In person, Library

ZOOM Link for Board Meeting

The latest financial reports for FY 2022-2023 have been posted,
click HERE to view.

The 2022/23 Annual Report is available HERE

The Board Meeting Minutes for March 2023 have been posted. Click HERE to
view the USH Directory, Reports, meeting minutes, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.

USH Staff:
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USH Staff:
Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries
smoffettuu@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 108

Annie Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator
re4ush@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 102

Karolina Wojtysko, Office Administrator & Building Rentals
hartforduusociety@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

The deadline for USH Enews submissions is
Tuesday at Noon.

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the dates
that your submission should be featured. Announcements about upcoming

events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum unless other arrangements
have been made with the editorial team.

Articles should be sent as email file attachments, and images need to be sent
separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your submission!

Email Your Submission

Missed Last Week's Enews? Click HERE

USH Calendar of Events
The calendar for June 2023 can be viewed HERE.

Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all
upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

To submit a Calendar Request (also for an online USH Zoom Room gathering)
click HERE.
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