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Office Administrator's Hours:
Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday & Tuesday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

*Office Closed Monday, May 29, 2023 in observance of
Memorial Day

You might not be accessing the entire newsletter...

Newsletter emails are often truncated when opened. To be sure you can read the
entire newsletter, when you get to the bottom of this page – you may see the
following:

         [Message clipped]  View entire message

If so, click on "View entire message" (at the bottom of this message). The
complete newsletter will open in a new browser window. 

Nature is giving us potent feedback on some of our civilization's most
fundamental misconceptions. However, "environmental" policy is a

deeply inadequate basis for receiving that feedback, a deeply
inadequate basis for seeing, understanding, and accepting humanity's
place in the great, fertile, living planet and cosmos. What touchstones
are available for the work ahead — the work of embracing the mother

of all?

 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 a.m.

May 14, 2023
"Mothers' Day: The Environment and

Other Myths"

Jeff Howard, Pulpit Guest
Laurie Kelliher, Worship Associate  

Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries 

View this Sunday's Order of Service

Matters of the Heart
Electronically by 9 a.m. Sunday: Matters of the Heart Email

In-person – use the MOH basket for written cards on Sunday
morning

Religious Education in person 10:30 a.m.
Annie Witzler, Interim RE Coordinator 

 
Join us for Coffee Hour immediately following the service

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow!

The service is also streamed on Facebook —
Follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

Couldn't make it to USH, and missed the livestream?
Watch any service, anytime, here on Vimeo

 

Jeff Howard – Pulpit Guest

Jeff is a long-time UU and former member of
USH. He and his partner Edith Barrett are
preparing to move their household to
Pittsburgh. He holds a Ph.D. in science,
technology, and environmental policy from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and works for
the Connecticut Department of Energy and

Environmental Protection as a policy analyst. He has taught
environmental studies at UConn and elsewhere. He is a poet in
an eco-buddhist vein.

 

Laurie Kelliher – Worship Associate

Laurie Kelliher is a lifelong Unitarian, proud of her third
generation UU children who were raised at USH. She is
a self-described proselytizer for the UU faith and views
being a Worship Associate as one more avenue to spread
the word.

 

Worship Calendar
Upcoming Services:
Join us, in person or online. 

 
May 21 – “The Necessity of
Imperfection”, Rev. Aaron Payson, Pulpit
Guest/Margaret Leicach, Worship
Associate/Meetinghouse musical guests
 
May 28 – "We Remember You: A Memorial Day Forum", Rick
Tsukada, Pulpit Guest/Michael Michaud, Worship Associate

June 4 – "Celebrating Pride Month and Flower Communion",
Ron Friedman, Pulpit Guest/Sue Smolski, Worship Associate

June 11 – “Youth Service”, USH Youth and Teachers, with Annie
Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator/Michael Michaud,
Worship Associate

Sue Smolski 
Worship Associate Coordinator 

USH News
ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

The Unitarian Society of Hartford's Annual Meeting will be held May 21,
2023, in Fellowship Hall following our service that Sunday. Those choosing
to view from home will be able to do so via Zoom. There will be four items
up for vote: Changes to the USH Constitution; How the Congregation votes
on moving forward regarding proposed Article II changes to the UUA
Constitution; Making Permanent the 50/50 share of undesignated
contributions to Sunday offerings between USH and the month's Good
Neighbor Offering recipient; and the following nominees for the Board of
Directors:

Slate of nominees for open Board positions:

President, 1-year term – Dana Donovan
President-Elect, 1-year term – Nancy Kemmerer
Secretary, 2-year term – Gloria Francesca Mengual
Chair of Spiritual Life, 2-year term – Rick Tsukada
Chair of Social Justice, 2-year term – Judy Sullivan
 *Chair of Membership, 2-year term – Laurie Kelliher
 *Chair of Finance, 1-year term – Jim Venneman

*If the USH Constitution changes are approved

Note: In addition to the above nominees for open positions, the 2023/24
USH Board will also include the following current board members who have
completed the first year of their respective two-year terms:

• Treasurer: Jon Covault
• Chair, Council on Administration: Paul Cipriano
• Chair, Council on Community Within: Christina Davies

Become a Member of the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

“You hardly knew how hungry you were to be gathered in,
 to receive the welcome that invited you to enter entirely…

You began to breathe again…You learned to sing”.
~ Jan Richardson

Spring… a time of renewal, of blossoming, of rebirth in the fullest sense of
being alive. It is a season when USH enjoys welcoming new members into

the embrace of our UU community. If you have been considering
membership at the Meeting House please contact Karolina Wojtysko in

the office, Laurie Kelliher, or visit the Welcome Table in the lobby. 

USH Paving
Project

Maglieri Construction & Paving, Inc.
will very soon be repaving the Meeting
House driveways and parking spaces at
the foot of the South driveway, the
handicapped accessible spaces, and
pavement in front of the West (Main)
Entrance. In other words, both
driveways, and the pavement between them in front of the building. There will be
some associated repair of cement slabs. (See affected area in the photo at top
right.)

This project is scheduled to start Thursday, May 11. 

During the paving process, plans are to generally have one of the two driveways
available for use, allowing access to the large north parking lot.
 
Probably the project will include, first, removal of the existing deteriorated
pavement, followed by grading of the base material. A period of driving on the
base material will continue for an interval, to make sure compacting is complete.
Then, a final grading and application of two layers of hot black-top will occur.

The results should provide new pavement and improved drainage to catch basins.

Your patience and cooperation during the project is appreciated.

~ David Newton, Chair, Building and Grounds

General Assembly: 2023
"Faithfully Becoming"

This year's General Assembly (GA) will be held June 21 through 25, in
Pittsburgh. Attendees will be able to participate either online or in person 
As stated on the UUA's website, "The General Assembly of the Unitarian
Universalist Association is the annual gathering of UUs where we conduct the
business of the Association, explore the theological underpinnings of our faith,
and lean into our mission and principles."

Registration has now opened with a variety of rates posted through May 15, when
some of the rate categories will increase. Access uua.org, click on "menu", and
select "General Assembly" for the details.

"There are those who may find it more manageable to spread out their GA
registration fee in smaller, periodic installments rather than one lump sum. When
you register you may now choose to pay with a payment plan option to spread out
your payments over several months. Registration can be paid in installments, with
as little as $50 down." Click here for more information.

~ Contributed by Sue Smolski

Have We No Principles?
Links to the Q&A Session

On April 16, UUA representative wren Bellavance-Grace participated in a
Question and Answer Session about the proposed changes to Article II of the UUA
Bylaws. Article II is the section of the ByLaws that deals with the purpose of the
Unitarian Universalist Association and also with the Principles and Sources. Both
of these important items would change substantially with this revision and affect
all UU churches. Judy Robbins presented your questions to wren and an audio
recording is available here for those who missed this one-hour congregational
meeting. Although this is a Vimeo file, the recording is audio only. During the
meeting Virginia DeLima took flip-chart notes and those are
available here. These notes try to capture the essence of the comments and are
not a transcript.

The proposed Article II Revision will be voted on at GA this June. Delegates to GA
this year are Judy Robbins, Laura Cipriano and Dana Donovan. At the USH
Annual Meeting on May 21, you will have a chance to make your opinion known to
the delegates. If you have a question you would like to ask, email the delegates
here.

Love In Action
Stewardship Campaign
Goal: $318,000
As of May 9, 2023:
$270,714 Raised 

USH members have pledged 85% of our goal!
We need every pledge to meet our goal of
$318,000.

If you haven’t pledged yet, please make it a
priority. Pick up a pledge form at the
Welcome Desk or in Fellowship Hall if you
need one, or contact meet with Carolyn
Carlson at Coffee Hour on Sunday. 

What are Susan and Evan doing in the
Memorial Garden?

• Enjoying and maintaining a place of beauty on
our grounds.
• Exercising with a purpose.
• Learning about new plants.
• Getting to know one another.
• And, we are looking for another person to help us revive the gardens during this
spring season. 

We have the tools. Times/Dates TBD
Contact us!
evanwilliams.ms@gmail.com 
susan.hope51@gmail.com

Transportation Needed:  

Peter and Deb Meny and David and I have been transporting Peter Upton to
services and then taking him back home after Fellowship Hour. Peter now lives in
Litchfield at Brandywine Living. It is about an hour from the Meeting House.
Because of previous commitments, we are unable to provide transportation on
May 7 and May 14. Can you help out on either of those dates? Susan and Don
Hope have agreed to take him home on the 7th. We are looking for someone
then someone to return him home. If you are able to help out, please either
call or email Karolina 860/233-9897 or
hartforduusociety@gmail.com Karolina will contact us and we will contact
you with the specific information. Thank you very much for your
consideration. Attending our services means a great deal to Peter. 

~ Janice Newton

Join us Sunday, June 11 after the service for the Annual Picnic! It will

be a potluck-style event, so please be sure to bring something to share

(and please include an ingredients list on an index card!). Contact

Tina Davies or Annie Witzler for more information.
 

USH Groups
UU Spirit Life Conversations
SpiritLife Conversations will meet at the Universalist
Church in West Hartford, in person, Saturday,
5/20, from 9 – 10:30 a.m. 

Tending to the Inner Spark of Radiance.  The
linked reading from John Prendergast is introduced
by Adyashanti:  “The spiritual task we are given is a
simple one: to attend to that inner spark of radiance,
to hold vigil over it until we realize it to be our self,
and to dig up and cast off all argument we have with
its love.” We will discuss the inner fire of our spirit

lives and the spiritual tasks that we undertake to tend them. 

Go to UUSpiritLife.org and click the link for May 20 to read a short article. Jot
a few notes and then gather for a facilitated discussion with UUs from the three
area churches. No pre-registration is required.

Facilitator: David Gonci

Social Justice
May Good Neighbor Offering

The May good neighbor offering recipient is
the Veterans for Peace Golden Rule
Project. In 1958 four Quaker peace activists
attempted to sail a 34 ft. ketch named Golden
Rule to the Marshall Islands to try and halt
nuclear weapons testing. They were boarded
and arrested in Honolulu. The Golden Rule
sank in 2010 but has been restored and has
been sailing around the United States since

2015 with the goal of eliminating nuclear weapons.

The ship will be in Connecticut starting on Memorial Day, and will arrive in
the Hartford area on June 5. The Central Connecticut chapter of Veterans
for Peace, the Quaker Meeting House, Hope Out Loud, and others are
organizing welcoming/educational events and arranging support for the
Golden Rule and its crew. 

Donations will go to Chapter 42 of Veterans for Peace to cover local
expenses. Any leftover funds will go to the Golden Rule Project. 

For more information
visit vfpgoldenruleproject.org and/or hopeoutloud.org.

Social Justice Committee
Interested in justice work? Come meet with us to learn the latest about ongoing
activities and discover new initiatives. Our next ZOOM meeting is May 16, at 7
p.m. Everyone's invited. Contact Judy Sullivan for information.

Click the button below to Join!
Meeting ID: 819 3540 3837
Passcode: 026862

ZOOM Link Social Justice Meeting Click Here

Food Pantry News
Our food donations are now going to The
Horace Bushnell Food Pantry on the corner
of Albany Ave. and Vine St, Hartford neighbors
about 2 miles from us. It is set up so that people
shop for what they need/want.

The organizers have requested healthy foods.
Here are some examples, all shelf-stable
packaged, canned, dried:

1. Oatmeal and other breakfast cereals and bars
2. Milk and alternative milks and fruit juices

3, Vegetables, tomatoes, peas, beans/ legumes 
4. Fruits, applesauce, jelly and preserves

5 .Chicken, tuna, and other meats and fish
6 .Peanuts, nuts, seeds, nut butters and alternatives

6. Soups and stews

PLEASE CHECK DATES FOR EACH ITEM. Food donations can only be
accepted with the current month and all future dates."

-Diana Heymann

RE and Chalice
Clubhouse

Looking for a supportive, inclusive, non-
judgemental home for your family’s spiritual
needs? Let USH be yours! Visit and learn about
Unitarian Universalism, our congregation, and
how USH can foster your family’s religious or
spiritual journeys.

Sign up for Sundays here online or in person at
the welcome table. Questions? Reach out to our
Interim Religious Education Coordinator Annie
Witzler for more information.

Click HERE for RE Newsletter

Events & Happenings

Click the photo above for detailed information

Disability Support Group — This group meets online on the first Saturday
of each month at 10:30 a.m. The zoom link is sent a few days prior to the
meeting. In this group, participants discuss the challenges of physical disability
(chronic illness, chronic pain, impaired senses, impaired mobility) and emotional
pain (loss, mental illness), and the stresses of caretaking a loved one. What is said
in the group stays in the group. Email Gloria Bent for more information or
call 860-904-7768. 

USH Book Group
Our UU Book Group meets from 2:30 – 4 p.m. on the 2nd
Thursday of each month, September through June, either on Zoom
or occasionally as a hybrid meeting. If you would like to participate in
a discussion of the book and related issues, please contact Ginny Allen
at fiddlenurse1@gmail.com. An email with the Zoom link will be
sent a day or two before the meeting. 

Our selection for May 11  is Beloved by Toni Morrison. 

Brief overview: Sethe was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but
eighteen years later she is still not free. Sethe has too many memories
of Sweet Home, the beautiful farm where so many hideous things
happened. And Sethe’s new home is haunted by the ghost of her baby,
who died nameless and whose tombstone is engraved with a single
word: Beloved.

Looking ahead: 

June 8 – The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate

The books selected for September and onward will be posted during
the summer.

Potluck Dinner
Fundraising potluck dinner to support the
Veterans for Peace Golden Rule Project on
June 6 in Fellowship Hall from 6 – 8 p.m.
Local singer/songwriter and physician Hugh
Blumenfeld will be performing followed by a
question & answer with the Golden Rule
crew. Any contributions and help will be
greatly appreciated.
Please contact Fred Louis.

USH Resources
2022 – 2023 USH Board of Directors
Eve Pech: President
Dana Donovan: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Sarah Harmon McKenzie: Secretary
Peter Meny: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair
Tina Davies: Community Within Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

June Board Meeting
June 9, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. In person, Library

ZOOM Link for Board Meeting

The latest financial reports for FY 2022-2023 have been posted,
click HERE to view.

The 2021/22 Annual Report is available HERE

The Board Meeting Minutes for March 2023 have been posted. Click HERE to
view the USH Directory, Reports, meeting minutes, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.

USH Staff:
Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries
smoffettuu@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 108

Annie Witzler, Interim Religious Education Coordinator
re4ush@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 102

Karolina Wojtysko, Office Administrator & Building Rentals
hartforduusociety@gmail.com | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

The deadline for USH Enews submissions is
Tuesday at Noon.

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the dates
that your submission should be featured. Announcements about upcoming

events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum unless other arrangements
have been made with the editorial team.

Articles should be sent as email file attachments, and images need to be sent
separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your submission!

Email Your Submission

Missed Last Week's Enews? Click HERE

USH Calendar of Events
The calendar for May 2023 can be viewed HERE.

Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all
upcoming events coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford

To submit a Calendar Request (also for an online USH Zoom Room gathering)
click HERE.
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