
Unitarian Society of Hartford Summer Reading List 2022  

 

This is the complete listing of stories read, or inspired by, our Time for All 
Ages programming throughout the last six months at USH! All have the front cover, 
a short summary, and which of our Seven Principles the story connects to. 

• 1st Principle: We believe that each and every person is important. 
• 2nd Principle: We believe that all people should be treated fairly and kindly. 
• 3rd Principle: We believe that we should accept one another and keep on 

learning together. 
• 4th Principle: We believe that each person must be free to search for what is 

true and right in life.  
• 5th Principle: We believe that all persons should have a vote about the things 

that concern them. 
• 6th Principle: We believe in working for a peaceful, fair, and free world. 
• 7th Principle: We believe in caring for our planet Earth, the home we share 

with all living things. 

Some will be available for children and youth to read at The Chalice 
Clubhouse on Sundays over the course of this summer, and all titles can be checked 
out at your local library!  

Happy reading! 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Love, Z by Jessie Sima. 

 
Summary: A young robot searches for the meaning of love and gets many 
different answers, but finally finds one that computes perfectly for him. 
• UU Principles Represented: The 1st Principle (we believe that each and 

every person is important), the 3rd Principle (we believe that we 
should accept one another and keep on learning together), and the 4th 
Principle (we believe that each person must be free to search for what 
is true and right in life).             



 
 

 
 

Pete the Cat and The New Guy by James and Kimberly Dean. 
 

• Summary: Pete the Cat has a new neighbor and reminds us that each of us is 
special and should rock to our own beat! Part of the beloved Pete the Cat 
series. 

• UU Principles Represented: The 1st Principle (we believe that each and every 
person is important) and the 3rd Principle (we believe that we should accept 
one another and keep on learning together). 

 



The Story of Ruby Bridges by R
obert Coals.  
• Summary: An 
biographical look at the first 
African American student to be 
sent to an all-white school 
during the Civil Rights 
movement. 
• UU Principles 
Represented: The 2nd Principle 
(we believe that all people 
should be treated fairly and 
kindly), the 3rd Principle (we 
believe that we should accept 
one another and keep on 
learning together), the 5th 
Principle (we believe that all 
persons should have a vote 
about the things that concern 
them), and the 6th Principle (we 
believe in working for a 
peaceful, fair, and free world). 

 
 
 
 



 

 

A Chair for My Mother by Vera B.  Williams. 
• Summary: After a fire destroys their home, Rosa and her family work 

together to rebuild with the help of their family, friends, and neighbors. 
• UU Principles Represented: The 2nd Principle (we believe that all people 

should be treated fairly and kindly) and the 6th Principle (we believe in 
working for a peaceful, fair, and free world). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

               Change Sings: A Children’s Anthem by Amanda Gorman 
 

• Summary: Written by the youngest Presidential inaugural poet in history, 
Amanda Gorman encourages readers to take up the mantle of peace, and 
move forwards in our neighborhood, nation, and world. 

• UU Principles Represented: The 2nd Principle (we believe that all people 
should be treated fairly and kindly), the 3rd Principle (we believe that we 
should accept one another and keep on learning together), the 5th Principle 
(we believe that all persons should have a vote about the things that concern 
them), and the 6th Principle (we believe in working for a peaceful, fair, and 
free world). 



 

 

            I Am Peace: A Book of Mindfulness by Susan Verde. 

 
• Summary: This book introduces mindfulness and meditation to children with 

vivid, evocative illustrations and simple but poignant verses. 
• UU Principles Represented: The 1st Principle (we believe that each and every 

person is important), the 3rd Principle (we believe that we should accept one 
another and keep on learning together), and the 4th Principle (we believe that 
each person must be free to search for what is true and right in life).   

 
 



.  
Can I Give You a Squish? by Emily Neilson 

 
• Summary: A young mere-child learns the importance of personal boundaries 

and comfort zones in this heartwarming undersea tale. 
• UU Principles Represented: The 1st Principle (we believe that each and every 

person is important), the 2nd Principle (we believe that all people should be 
treated fairly and kindly), and the 3rd Principle (we believe that we should 
accept one another and keep on learning together). 



 

 

                             Wolves by Gail Gibbons. 
• Summary: From beloved children’s non-fiction master Gail Gibbons comes an 

in-depth look at wolves, one of the most vital parts of our ecosystems. 
• UU Principles Represented: The 3rd Principle (we believe that we should 

accept one another and keep on learning together) and the 7th Principle (we 
believe in caring for our planet Earth, the home we share with all living 
things). 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Yoko by Rosemary Wells. 
• Summary: Yoko has sushi for lunch one day, but her classmates think it's 

strange and gross. With the help of her teacher, mother, and a new friend, 
Yoko overcomes her bullies and finds peace and self-confidence. The first 
book in the Yoko series. 

• UU Principles Represented: The 1st Principle (we believe that each and every 
person is important), the 2nd Principle (we believe that all people should be 
treated fairly and kindly), and the 3rd Principle (we believe that we should 
accept one another and keep on learning together). 



 

Born with a Bang by Jennifer Morgan 

• Summary: From darkness, comes light. Jennifer Morgan tells the enthralling 
tale of our world’s beginnings, weaving science and human spirituality 
together seamlessly. The first book in The Universe Tells Our Cosmic Story 
series. 

• UU Principles Represented: The 3rd Principle (we believe that we should 
accept one another and keep on learning together) and the 7th Principle (we 
believe in caring for our planet Earth, the home we share with all living 
things). 



 
 

The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn 
• Summary: The time has come for a young raccoon to begin attending school, 

and he is apprehensive to go. His mother comforts him with a special secret 
passed down through their family for generations 

• UU Principles Represented: The 1st Principle (we believe that each and every 
person is important) and the 2nd Principle (we believe that all people should 
be treated fairly and kindly). 

 
 



 
 

The Rabbit Listened by Cori Doerrfeld 
 

• Summary: Taylor’s plans fall apart, and he’s left feeling alone even with so 
many people around until one fuzzy friend shows up who knows just what to 
do: listen. 

• UU Principles Represented: The 2nd Principle (we believe that all people 
should be treated fairly and kindly), the 3rd Principle (we believe that we 
should accept one another and keep on learning together), and the 4th 
Principle (we believe that each person must be free to search for what is true 
and right in life). 



 
 

When Spring Comes to the DMZ by Uk-Bae Lee 
 
• Summary: A grandfather’s wish for peace is framed as an amazing look at the 

natural world reclaiming a war zone between North and South Korea, and 
the people on both sides of it. 

• UU Principles Represented: The 6th Principle (we believe in working for a 
peaceful, fair, and free world) and the 7th Principle (we believe in caring for 
our planet Earth, the home we share with all living things). 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Planting the Wild Garden by Kathryn O. Galbraith. 

 
• Summary: A beautiful story showing the interconnection of nature and 

humanity with us all playing a role in making the wild garden of the world 
bloom. 

• UU Principles Represented: The 1st Principle (we believe that each and every 
person is important) and the 7th Principle (we believe in caring for our planet 
Earth, the home we share with all living things). 



 
Papa, Daddy, and Riley by Seamus Kirst 

 
• Summary: Riley is worried about whether or not her family is a real family, 

but learns that what your family looks like doesn’t matter; it is the love you 
share that defines it. 

• UU Principles Represented: The 1st Principle (we believe that each and every 
person is important), the 2nd Principle (we believe that all people should be 
treated fairly and kindly), and the 3rd Principle (we believe that we should 
accept one another and keep on learning together). 

 


